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The issues before the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) are: Promoting Livelihoods 

and Education for Refugees and Displaced Persons; Addressing Protracted Displacement; Environmental 

Migration and the Future of Displacement. With a long tradition of sheltering refugees, the Republic of Costa 

Rica is deeply involved in resolving this humanitarian crisis and urges towards an important international 

cooperation to reach sustainable solutions. 
 

I- Promoting Livelihoods and Education for Refugees and Displaced Persons 
 

As many countries, the Republic of Costa Rica is facing in 2015, a large augmentation of its asylum applications 

by 60% compared to 2014, which represents more than 1,800 displaced persons entering the country. It currently 

has the second largest refugees population of Latin America.Signatory of the 1951 Convention of the Status of 

Refugees and the Protocol of 1967, Costa Rica believes that we must stand for refugees rights to a proper 

livelihood. Costa Rica applauds the recent adoption of New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrant in 2016 

that shows with A/RES/71/1 that a quality education for children refugees must be provided to ensure decent 

standards of living and represents the main tool for integration into the local community. Costa Rica wishes to 

remind that the Principle 7 of the Declaration of the Rights of The Child of 1959 regarding the necessity of 

education must also apply to displaced population. In agreement with the Declaration and Plan of Actions of 

Brazil of 2004, Costa Rica wants to strengthen livelihoods access for refugees and internally displaced persons 

(IDP) and promoting such policies at an international scale. Thus, enabling refugees and displaced persons to have 

a way of earning money in order to live, is the proper way to reach self-reliance and reduce dependency through 

economic empowerment which must remains one of the main goal and priority of UNHCR mandate. The pursuit 

of livelihoods helps restore the dignity and independence of displaced persons and refugees. UNHCR has in 2011 

released Promoting Livelihoods and Self-Reliance: Operational Guidance on Refugee Protection and Solutions 

in Urban Areas to underline the specific issues and needs of urban environment. Costa Rica supports the UNHCR 

programme Women Leading for Livelihoods (WLL) that promotes particularly the economic independence and 

empowerment of women and girls within the refugee and displaced population.  
The Republic of Costa Rica has with the help of UNHCR implemented since 2013, its program Living the 

Integration to encourage companies to put in place corporate social responsibility programs in order to promote 

the integration of refugees in the labour force. Furthermore, Costa Rica aims to facilitate the access to information 

of public institution services thanks to its Routes of Integration which will ease the integration of migrants in the 

country. Since 2010 and the country’s new Immigration Act, the law has implemented compulsory schooling and 

integration language. Moreover the work hands in hands of the government and NGOs has significantly improved 

the global situation, for instance Caritas by promoting through its networks self-reliance, health access for 

migrants and by providing survival kits to  people in dire straits. Therefore, Costa Rica reminds the deep need to 

entertain a strong alliance with this actors. As the Republic of Costa Rica is a member pilot of the Graduation 

Model initiative conducted by UNHCR, this program has permitted its participants to overcome to a certain point 

poverty and become self-reliant in order to obtain a job opportunity. Regarding education, the Vocational Training 

Center has been created in order to reinforce and significantly increase refugee access to English training and 

computer skills to facilitate their integration in a work environment. Furthermore, these past years, the Community 

Child Care project has been consolidated to help in priority women in situation of heads of their households with 

labour insertion. 
In order to promote livelihood access and self-reliance, the Republic of Costa Rica wishes to highlight the success 

of the Graduation Model initiative and urges to enlarge its sphere of action to other countries where the situation 

of refugees is urgent. Costa Rica recognizes that gender inequalities are an important issue that we wish to 

diminish by facilitating access to basic women needs and promoting labour integration formations with itinerant 

dedicated trainers. We call to further the cooperation with WLL programme of UNHCR to help women and girls, 

which are the most fragile individuals within the refugee population, reach independency especially through 

microcredit and access to proper education including in urban areas where they are the most concerned by human 

rights infringements.  
 

II - Addressing Protracted Displacement   
 

According to the United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) the Protracted Refugee Situation 

(PRS) definition is “one in which refugees find themselves in a longstanding and intractable state of limbo. Their 

lives may not be at risk, but their basic rights and essential economic, social and psychological needs remain 

unfulfilled after years of exile.” Many of the refugees enduring this particular situation are found in some of the 



poorest and unstable countries of the South. In the Northern Triangle of Central America (NTCA), the majority 

of protracted refugees are fleeing constant violence.  
The Republic of Costa Rica believes that the cooperation at an international level is of an utmost importance 

however in agreement with the A/RES/69/152 it is also critical to point out the priority of the state’s action itself 

to engage this issue. For instance, in order to address protracted displacement, it is primary that States have a 

legislation framework on the matter just as the recent Declaration and Plan of Action of Brazil of 2014 is 

constituting for Latin Americans countries. Furthermore the resolution of the General Assembly A/RES/68/141 

underlines the urgency to find durable solutions including local communities to strengthen the integration of PRS. 

As integration and inclusion are keys solutions to address protracted displacement, Costa Rica supports the 

resolution from The New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants A/RES/71/1 that states the need to combat 

xenophobia, racism and any kind of discrimination by improving access to education, justice or healthcare 

services. Thus, Costa Rica has implemented awareness campaigns to combat the negative image of migrants that 

roots within the popular set of minds. These measures seem even more relevant given the trend of marginalization 

and radicalization among refugees population and the possibly reluctant local community. Also aware of gender 

sensitive issues, Costa Rica stands with A/RES/70/165 to empower women in long-displacement situation. 
Moreover thanks to its new Immigration Act of 2010, Costa Rica has significantly improved the quality of Refugee 

Status Determination (RSD) and so is able to dispense to refugees in protracted situation a better framework 

regarding their potential integration. Concerning the resettlement solution, Costa Rica has with the support of the 

United States of America put in place the Protection Transfer Agreement that provides asylum for refugees that 

are pending a visa for the USA. So that the protracted situation they were in could be temporarily improved with 

a better living condition. Costa Rica wishes to stand for the increase of durable tools for integration of protracted 

population. Also, to provide option of resettlement Costa Rica is certain that international cooperation is the key: 

concerned countries must be able to offer safe return for their refugees. Finally we call UNHCR to keep on helping 

countries in need and remind that it is necessary to tackle this issue at its roots. 
 

III. Environmental Migration and the Future of Displacement 
 
 

Regarding the current migration situation, we can not deny the impact of climate change anymore. Indeed, every 

year the impact of environmental disasters is increasing migration patterns. However this is not the only cause 

that can explain the new immigration trends. As we can see, displacement is continually evolving so new stakes 

have to be taken into consideration during the future debates like how to efficiently predict natural disasters and 

their consequences over migration patterns. At an international scale, it is still difficult to reach a clear status for 

migration caused by environmental occurrence.  
According to the A/HRC/23/L.14, Costa Rica wishes to stand for the Recognition of the importance of this huge 

migration caused by an environmental phenomenon. In the pursuance of this goal, Costa Rica endorses Resolution 

A/RES/70/165 which highlights the necessity of a huge cooperation between the countries in order to settle a 

regional response to this environmental migration. Thence, the Costa Rica urges Member States to work alongside 

with other nations and many other multilateral organizations in order to face this issues in a long-term vision. 

Moreover, by the approval of the Resolution A/RES/70/135, Costa Rica puts in light the necessity to provide an 

international assistance to the least developed countries which are in a potential fragile host situation. 
Costa Rica has already started its work towards international cooperation by being part of the NANSEN initiative 

and its Protection agenda for people displaced across borders in the context of disasters and the effects of climate 

change. In 2013, during the Nansen Initiative Central America Regional Consultation, hosted by Costa Rica, the 

issue of climate migration was raised and it was pointed out that emerging needs are call for new responses given 

the current inability to solve them. The report’s conclusions urge to implement Durable Solutions for Cross-

Border Displacement in Disaster Contexts such as enhancing access to documentation, proper livelihoods or 

education. Furthermore inter-governmental coordination and cooperation between host and origin countries 

should be considered as a priority to ensure the durability of solutions, especially in a return context. International 

cooperation is so the keystone of understanding and resolving the issues raised by environmental migration and 

the evolution of displacement over the years. As far as Costa Rica is concerned, these specifics procedures and 

protocols have to be implemented with supervision of regional agencies such as the Central American Regional 

Mechanism for Mutual Assistance and Coordination (MecReg) or Coordination Center for the Prevention of 

Natural Disasters in Central America (CEPREDENAC). 
In order to facilitate migrants access to legislation, administrative documents, Costa Rica has implemented, with 

the help of the UNHCR, a “House of Rights” in Desamparados that provides legal assistance to migrants and 

refugees by taking into account the UNHCR 10-Points Plan of Action. Costa Rica would like to raise that initiative 

to an international scale by encouraging the initiative of international and regional funds to help with climate risk 

management. Lasting solutions must be found to reduce the number of displaced persons living in inhuman 

conditions that is why Costa Rica is and remains a strong advocate of international cooperation on the matter of 

resolving the refugees issue.  


