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Position Paper for the United Nations Environment Programme 

 

The topics before the General Assembly Plenary are: Corruption and Environmental Governance; 

Improving Sustainable Forest Management Practices; and Plastic Debris in the World’s Ocean. 

Mongolia is dedicated to promote the importance of the environmental protection within different 

approaches and in cooperation with different countries.   

 

I. Corruption and Environmental Governance 

 

Corruption is a sad reality in all countries all over the world, but some countries are more prone to suffer 

from this issue. On 14th of December 2005, the United Nations Convention against Corruption 

(UNCAC) was signed to combat this scourge in public and in private sectors. Corruption is even more 

dangerous when it concerns the environment because it has a direct link to the population’s health and 

well-being, as well as the diversity of ecosystems. Corrupted governments, forest rangers and all the 

other professions linked with environmental governance endangers the equal distribution of natural 

resources and sells them to those who pay the most. The environment in Mongolia differs according to 

the region. But the corruption is most frequently saw in the forest management. Indeed, Mongolian 

forest rangers are inadequately paid and lack training, that’s why they are more touched by corruption. 

Some laws about the environmental protection exist in Mongolia but most often they are not enforced. 

In 2003, the United Nations Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC) was written and signed by 140 

countries including Mongolia. This convention is legally binding. It gives a global framework 

concerning prevention and fighting with corruption with help of an electronic database called Tools and 

Resources for Anti-Corruption Knowledge (TRACK). Mongolia believes that all governments have to 

work hand in hand to identify precisely the sources of corruption that impacts the environmental 

governance and enforce more regulations if needed. Improving education can also play a role in 

diminishing corruption. This way, since their young age all the citizens respect the environment, 

understand its importance and the consequences of corruption. Forest rangers should also be more fairly 

paid so that they don’t need or want to get money from illegal sources. 

 

II. Improving Sustainable Forest Management Practices 

 

Global Forest Resources Assessment, conducted by Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), stated 

in 2015 that 30% of the Earth’s total land area is covered by forest but that figure decreases dramatically 

causing a number of issues. Furthermore, the 80% of the world animal species are located in forests and 

this number is decreasing as the surface of forests diminishes. In May 1992, UNEP adopted the 

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) to protect ecosystems and increase the commitment to the 

sustainable management of the environment. In the past few decades, 40% of Mongolia’s forests have 

been damaged by human activity, according to Forest Fire News’ report published in 2007. Moreover, 

10.8% of its forest cover have disappeared because of the deforestation that represents round 150 

million trees per year. According to The Mongolia State of the Environment report of 2002, its forest 

resources are over-used. Forests have a key role in Mongolia because of they reduce carbon emissions, 

provide timber and most importantly, they are crucial for a hydrologic cycle that determines 

precipitation levels and filter water. The deforestation and non-respect of sustainable forest 

management in Mongolia, cause the desertification of some territories, as well as the important decrease 

in water supplies that has an impact on productivity in agriculture and consequently on food prices.  In 

order to raise the awareness of the importance of forests, the “International Day of Forests” was created 

by the United Nations on November 28, 2012 and it takes place the 21st of March every year. Mongolia 

is a partner of the United Nations Programme on Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest 

Degradation (UN-REDD). Mongolia did receive US$ 3,996,450 from FAO, UNEP and UNDP in 2014 

in order to improve its forest monitoring by using Measurement Reporting and Verification (MRV).This 

program to improve its sustainable forest management system will last until 31st December 2017. 

http://www.unodc.org/documents/treaties/UNCAC/Publications/Convention/08-50026_E.pdf


Mongolia believes that the most developed member countries of Sustainable Forest Management 

(SFM), can help the developing member states by aiding them financially, and transfer some of their 

knowledge concerning the alternative energies that can replace the wood. United Nations Environment 

Program (UNEP) and the Partnership for Action of the Green Economy (PAGE) can also help Mongolia 

to develop the ecotourism. Conserving forests is a part of 17 Global Goals of United Nations 

Development Program so it’s crucial that every single county do their best to improve their own 

sustainable forest management that will contribute to the global biodiversity protection.  

 

III. Plastic Debris in the World’s Ocean 

 

Sources of water pollution are different, but plastic debris remains the main danger for biodiversity in 

the oceans and other water sources. Indeed, plastic is common used material in everyday life and it is 

easily spread by ships but also land-based sources. This kind of pollution makes the poorest countries 

that depend on its’ natural resources even more vulnerable The United Nations Convention on the Law 

of the Sea already tries to diminish the impact of plastic pollution but not every country is implementing 

the appropriate measures. In order to improve existing international agreements, UNEP should raise the 

awareness of issue not only in the counties which have a coastline, but also in the other countries such 

as Mongolia. This is necessary because the waste transfer easily by rivers and contributes to the 

pollution of oceans. Technology transfer between countries is essential in order to find the alternatives 

for plastic and create and use biodegradable packages so that the majority of plastic use would be 

eliminated in few years. Every government, hand in hand with UNEP, should strongly encourage 

private and public firms, as well as all the citizens to use as little plastic as possible and use more 

recyclable products.   


