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The topic committed for the United Nations Environment Assembly are: Conservation and Restoration of 

Ecosystems in Urban Areas, Empowering Youth for Sustainable Development and the Impact of Pollution in 

Marine Life. The Republic of Chile is looking forward to working with Member States on these fundamental 

matters as multilateral approaches are the key to resolve these burning issues. 

 

I. Conservation and Restoration of Ecosystems in Urban Areas  

 

According to the United Nation Population Division, more than half of the global population live and work within 

a urban area. Thus, urbanization is a phenomenon which can no longer be overlooked. However, urban areas are 

still way too often assimilated to human disregard for nature. According to the third United Nations (UN) 

conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development held in 2016, cities may occupy today roughly 2% 

of the total land and yet, they represent 70% of greenhouse gazing emissions and global waste. Hence, the 

Republic of Chile is willing to highlight the Goal 15 of the General Assembly resolution 70/1 (2015) which 

focuses on sustainably protecting and restoring terrestrial ecosystem, including urban ones. At a time when urban 

development will have a key role on the overall future of climate and environment, policy makers will have a 

crucial responsibility to the management of the urban areas. To this end, the New Urban Agenda, whom Chile 

was one of its primary contributors within the framework of the Habitat III conference in 2016, aimed at guiding 

policies so as to control the counter effect of urban growth over the ecosystem. Promoting urban ecosystem-based 

approaches to adaptation, this agenda set its sights on improving the urban ecosystem resilience concerning 

burning issues such as the urban heat island effect, fresh water and food insecurity, and slums stricken areas which 

are breeding grounds for many infectious diseases. Moreover, having considered the increasing urban 

demography, Chile also stresses the correlation between the ecosystem and human health. Conforming to the 

Climate and Clean Air Coalition created in 2012 collegially approved by the United Nations Environment 

Program and the World Health Organization, Chile feels deeply concerned by the negative impact of an irrational 

urban ecosystem on its inhabitants’ health. Having implemented a series of national ad hoc programs such as 

«Santiago respira» in 2017, the focus of which was on cracking down on the emission of particulate matters 

emitted by human activity, Chile has already manifested its will to be at the forefront of this burning issue. Being 

one of the primary signatory of the Kigali amendment in 2016 on the phase out of hydrofluorocarbons, Chile takes 

part of the research of alternative way to bring energy to urban areas. In line with such a commitment, Chile is 

wishing to support a global collaboration between private entrepreneurs, Member States and university researchers 

so as to promote public and private courses focused on managing the urban environment. The Republic of Chile 

is willing to widen the cross-cutting reflexion it engaged within the Resilient 20 initiative so as to gear Member 

States with the necessary legal and practical measures to improve their urban sustainability. 
 

II. Empowering Youth for Sustainable Development  
 

Defined by the United Nations for the International Youth Year of 1985 as the population between the ages of 15 

and 24, world youth population represents roughly a quarter of the world population according to a study led by 

the United Nations Population Fund. Therefore, they represent a decisive stakeholder which can no longer be 

overlooked concerning worldwide issues such as sustainable development. Recalling the spirit of the General 

Assembly resolution 56/117 (2002), the Republic of Chile is willing to highlight that effort have been made by 

the United Nations so as to involve youth in the shaping of their world and crack down on any discriminative 

barrier to their participation in the public political life. Thus, as one of the crucial point of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights (1948), the right to participate is one of the key points the international community 

will have to focus on to comply with both youth livelihood requirements and sustainable development. Sustainable 

development means performing a development which does not jeopardize future generations’ needs. To this end, 



 

 

it lies on three pillars : the environmental, economic and social one. Echoing this spirit, the international 

community reminds those objectives through the General Assembly 70/1 (2015) and its set of 17 sustainable 

development goals. The 17th goal is, without any doubt, the cornerstone which appeal for an intergenerational 

collaboration for sustainable development. Former UN Secretary Ban-Ki-Moon already called upon youth active 

empowerment in the international decision-making structure through the collegial adoption of the General 

Assembly resolution 64/134 (2010) on the International Year of Youth. Fully aware of youth growing stature and 

aspiration, the Republic of Chile, whose youth population gathered nearly 16% of the population in 2017, has 

already taken actions. Echoing with the World Programme of Action for Youth introduced in 1995, the Instituto 

Nacional para la Juventud, legally uphold by the law n°19.042 (1991), is entirely dedicated at encouraging youth 

to work in-phase with officials concerning the revision of the national education and entrepreneurial system. 

Subsequently, the Republic of Chile reaffirmed its will to spearhead this issue in 2014 through the Amover fund, 

whose amount of 225 million of pesos aims at improving youth association proactivity toward social, 

entrepreneurial and education issues. Hence, Chile is willing to work with the international community so as to 

find cross-cutting solutions which could empower youth and involve them wholly in the process of sustainable 

development. The Republic of Chile believes that the best way to nurture future generations is to give them the 

possibility to be informed and taken into consideration. The Republic of Chile wishes to introduce new programs 

by the name of Programs for Youth (PfY). In this regard, Chile is welcoming any Member States to debate and 

examine the possibility to build long term PfY, the focus of which is to provide youth the keys to be part of the 

sustainable development process. 

III. The Impact of Pollution on Marine Life 
 

Pursuant to the introduction realized by the United Nations for the Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable 

Development, oceans represent 71% of living space on the Earth. Therefore marine life is absolutely essential and 

crucial for human-beings, whatever the country. However, as noted with deep concern by the UN Ocean 

Conference of 2017, marine life under pressure from land-based human activities whose refuse would often be 

thrown out in waterways, and so oceans. Underlining this burning issue, the conference drew attention to the 

correlation between the well-being of the humankind and the health of the oceans. Indeed, as encapsulated by the 

Sustainable Development Goal 14.1, the focus of which is to encourage a sustainable management of wastewater 

and refuse-sites, the international community is concerned by this time-bomb issue with is to endanger the entire 

Earth. Within the frame of the General Assembly resolution 69/245 (2014), the international community deplored 

the non-reversible consequences of its past mismanagement of international water embodied by the increasing 

“dead zones” where pollution led to a local oxygen scavenging process. Bearing in mind its position as the world’s 

highest level decision making body on environment matters,  the UNEA took charge of the debate during the third 

meeting of December 2017 on the protection of the overall environment, oceans included, from pollution across 

air, land, waterways. Chiloé Island ecologic controversy being an epitome of this decisive debate, the Republic of 

Chile is fully aware about the alarming phenomenon of “dead zones” which is jeopardizing marine life especially 

through toxic algal blooms. Regularly contributing to the scientific framework about oceans’ health, the best 

example of which being the second Ocean Conference held in 2015 in Valparaiso, Chile affirmed its will to pave 

the way of the international debate. The best example of which being Chile’s commitment to find alternative 

relationship with marine life with, for instance, the ushering in a protection area project of 720,000 square 

kilometers in the Pacific water of Easter Island Pacific water in 2017. Pursuant to the 118 of United Nations 

Convention on the Law of the Sea, Chile is recalling the duty of each Member States to adopt collegially measures 

which aim at preserving marine living resources. Cracking down on marine ecosystem depletion is a high stake 

that must be taken into account in order to save oceans, if not Earth. As a consequence, Chile is willing to endorse 

a democratic approach concerning the marine life protection legislation so as to involve both public and private 

actors such as NGOs and local initiatives. However global this issue might be, Chile is taking into consideration 

General Assembly resolutions 62/215 (2008) and 63/111 (2009), thus aiming at gearing each Member State 

distinctive characteristics an adapted set of legal and practical measures. Moreover, in consonance with the Global 

Wastewater initiative set up in 2017, Chile is willing to work collegially with the international community in order 

to substitute our current over-linear way to produce, consume and waste, with a circular production based on the 

recycling of wastewater.  


