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The topics for Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons Committee (OPCW) are: Complete Eradication 

of Chemical Weapons; Providing Protection and Assistance to Victims of Chemical Weapons; The role of the OPCW 

in Counter-Terrorism Efforts. The Republic of Chile looks forward to working with Member States on these 

fundamental issues. 

I. Complete Eradication of Chemical Weapons 

 

Although chemicals started being used as weapons in the early 1960’s, the overuse of them during World War I 

detonated the trend of using chemicals as weapons. As a consequence, chemical weapons are largely used during 

nowadays conflicts, resulting as a delicate matter to the world. The Chemical Weapons Convention, currently 

embodied by the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons has been working hard with other nations, 

including Chile, in order to destroy all existing chemical weapons, monitor the industry, provide assistance and 

protection to the Member States and promote the peaceful use of chemistry. Recalling previous resolutions and 

OPCW’s main goal of destroying all chemical weapons, The Republic of Chile adopted the General Assembly 

resolution 69/27 (2014).  For decades now, the Republic of Chile has been involved in the complete eradication of 

chemical weapons. During 1990, we were among the very first countries to adhere to the Chemical Weapons 

Convention (CWC). In accordance to the United Nations, we decided to prohibit the chemical weapons by ratifying 

the Organisation of the Prohibition of Chemical weapons (OPCW) on March 14th 1993, before its application on April 

29th 1997. As a state member of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) since 1995, we are known as a Non-

Nuclear Weapon State (NNWS) and we have signed the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT).  Moreover, we are 

a signatory state to the Latin American and Caribbean nuclear-weapon-free-zone (NWFZ), the Treaty of Tlatelolco. 

The Republic of Chile is aware that not all the products containing chemicals should be considered as weapons. As 

dictated in Article II Definitions and Criteria, in the Articles of the Chemical Weapons Convention, the chemicals 

were given a definition and criteria which once violated it may now be considered as a chemical weapon.  Finally, by 

hosting summits, promoting the convention around the world, it emphasizes the will of our Government to control the 

development of Chemical Weapons and to fight for the wellbeing of our common future. Unanimously adopting the 

Security Council resolution 2325 (2016) Calling for a Framework to Keep Terrorists, Other Non-actor States from 

acquiring Weapons of Mass Destruction, the Security Council called on all States to strengthen national anti-

proliferation regimes in implementation of Security Council resolution 1540 (2004) — which seeks to keep non-State 

actors from acquiring nuclear, biological and chemical weapons of mass destruction — and to submit timely reports 

on their efforts.  It called for greater assistance in order to build State capacity in that regard. Moreover, included 

through voluntary contributions, and for greater cooperation among all stakeholders, civil society and academia among 

them. Chile proposes to have a control not only nationally but internationally, in boarders, to have a better control of 

the existing chemicals in each Member States’ territory. In order to facilitate this, cooperation with the chemical 

industry is needed for a complete or more approximate overview of the quantity produced. 

II.  Providing Protection and Assistance to Victims of Chemical Weapons 

  

According to the Paragraph 7 of Article X stated by the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 

(OPCW), each Member State undertakes to provide assistance through the Organisation to a requesting Member State, 

and to this end elects one or more of the following measures: to make financial contribution to the Voluntary Fund for 

assistance, to conclude agreements concerning the procurement of assistance and to declare the kind of assistance it 

might provide in response to appeal by the Organisation. Only Member States benefit from the national protection 

plans because the moment they enter the OPCW they are accepting the responsibility of a better future without misuse 

of chemicals. From 11 to 13 December 2006, the Government of Colombia, with the support of the Government of 

the Czech Republic and the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, jointly organized a regional 

workshop on assistance and protection against chemical weapons in Bogotá, Colombia to support Latin America and 

Caribbean countries. The three-day Workshop was attended by 14 representatives, including ourselves. Chile strongly 



supports the idea of helping our neighbours or any State in need. We condemn the use of chemical and nuclear 

weapons. Fully aware of the situation in Middle East, our former president, agreed on October 18th during a General 

Assembly resolution 69/189 (2014) to receive Syrian refugees. Communities in charge will provide them with basic 

medical and social attentions as well as helping them to integrate society. On October 13th 2017 Chile received 66 

refugees and we are expecting to receive 120 by summer 2018. One of the responsibilities taken when becoming a 

Member State is the continuous research into developing, producing, acquiring, transferring and using means of 

protection against chemical weapons. Chile has facilitated the exchange of information, equipment, both scientific 

and technological material to improve protection against chemical weapons. The Geneva Convention relative to 

protecting civilians in times of war, had to be retaken into consideration due to the constant abuse of chemicals in 

Arab territories. It was re-applied on December 5th by the General Assembly 69/91 (2014). Chile believes that not 

only Member States should be able to assist the victims. NGOs have a crucial part in this scenarios. They provide 

information to the public, offer medical, financial or basic assistance such as housing, feeding and clothing victims 

outside of the contaminated area. Unfortunately, most NGOs have stated that assisting victims during a conflict is not 

easy, due to the security and national risks, such as Member States or armed groups limiting their access. A better 

dialogue to decrease the lack of transparency in national protection plans and support between the Member States and 

NGOs close to the damaged zone could be: financial, protection, equipment, information, and facilitate the access in 

order to allow the assistance given to the victims become more efficient. Even when having different systems of 

working, NGOs and Member States share the agenda when it comes to people affected by the misuse of chemicals. 

As stated on November 11th the General Assembly Main Committee resolution 69/14 (2014), reinforcing cooperation 

between the United Nations (UN) and the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) - including 

the ONGs affiliated with the UN. The Republic of Chile is convinced that worldwide collaboration is the key to 

peacefully fight and restore what has been attacked, transgressed and destroyed during conflicts. 

III. The Role of the OPCW in Counter-Terrorism Efforts 

  

Chemical terrorism can be seen as a severe attack using chemical agents to provoke fear, injuries and deaths to achieve 

a political, religious, or ideological goal. Because of the globalization, the need of chemicals is increasing, especially 

in science and technology industry. Moreover, the regulation around the chemical industry has and keeps changing. 

Certain forms of chemical use are not covered by the CWC. Many commissions have been created on behalf of OPCW 

in order to get rid of non-peaceful chemical utilizations. The Republic of Chile takes part in most of these commissions 

such as the United Nations Office Disarmament Commission (UNODA), which is a part of the Counter Terrorism 

Implementation Task force (CTITF) created by the United Nations in the early 2000's. The Sub-Working Group on 

the Non-State Actors (SWG) was established, facilitated by Maria Teresa Infante Chile’s representative in the 

Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), at the end of 2015 with the mission of helping the 

Open-Ended Working Group (OEWG). Formulating concrete recommendations through technical discussions 

covering the topical areas of the legal accountability of Non-State actors, measures the prevention of hostile use of 

toxic chemicals by Non-State actors, and measures to ensure an effective response to such use. The OPCW agreed to 

raise the awareness of the Non-State actors from the illegal acquirement of chemical weapons or other mass destruction 

weapons, resolution adopted by the General Assembly 69/39 (2014). As Facilitator of the Sub-Working group (SWG) 

on non-State actors Chile has hosted and keeps hosting meetings, having prevention of hostile use of a toxic chemical 

as the main purpose. We have written summaries of the sessions to counter Terrorism threats. As a solution to counter-

terrorism attacks, The Republic of Chile invites Member States to fully adopt the General Assembly resolution 69/49 

(2014) as it reinforces The Arms Trade Treaty - decided on December 2nd General Assembly 66/518 (2011)-. On 

April 13 2005, the General Assembly approved the International Convention on the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear 

Terrorism during the 91st plenary meeting by the General Assembly resolution 59/290 (2005), the first anti-terrorist 

resolution since September 11, 2001 attacks. Chile became a party of this resolution which entered into force on July 

7th 2007. In order to continue working with the chemical industry, peacefully, OPCW can use its Member States to 

enhance chemical security. Deeply involved countries like ours could literally assist the CWC in its work by 

establishing stable security situations and inspiring other countries. Being an example of a safe chemical user can thus 

reduce chemical terrorism by improving our security in this industry by preventing thefts and miss-regulations. Aiming 

to be an example for other Member States, we can inspire the world in the promotion of a world free of chemical 

threats. 

 


