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The topics for the International Organization for Migration are: Addressing Climate Migration and Cross-Border 

Disaster Displacement; Addressing the Issue of Migration in Libya; Strengthening Cooperation between IOM and 

Civil Society. The Republic of Chile looks forward to working with Member States on these fundamental issues. 

 

I. Addressing Climate Migration and Cross-Border Disaster Displacement 

Environmentally induced migration has become a pressing international matter, as global warming and 

environmental degradations continue to go downhill. Consequently, the international community has started 

dealing with it, as illustrated in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2015) that calls for an international 

cooperation for safe migration of displaced persons. As a matter of fact, Latin America faces major environmental 

risks that could drive migration flows that have been exacerbated since the 60s. During this period, urbanization 

grew explosively and disorderly along with a growing insertion in globalization, both of which contributed to the 

growth of the susceptibility of its territories and its population. The recent economic take-off Chile has benefited 

from, could easily be stopped or even reversed by such a predicament. Chile is therefore determined to take action 

in both a regional and international framework, to enhance the resilience and the coping mechanisms of the 

societies and populations that will have to deal with environmentally induced migration. In fact, Chile’s recent 

prosperity has allowed it to take a bigger part in the resettlement of generally endangered populations: in 

cooperation with UNHRC, Chile was the first South American country to launch an annual resettlement of 

refugees in 1999, and keeps working to help ensure a better and safer life of refugees, as its recent settlements of 

Syrian refugees and its participation to the Regional Solidarity Resettlement Program has shown. As it is required 

in the New York Declaration (2016), Chile is also focused on the importance of regional cooperation frameworks, 

notably regarding environmentally induced migration coming from Haiti, in order to facilitate the regularization 

of regional migrants. Considering the most vulnerable populations are more likely to become environmental 

migrants and this kind of migration make them even more vulnerable, Chile has taken steps both in a regional and 

national legal framework to improve their safety and living conditions, for example by signing the Brazil 

Declaration and Plan of Action. However, the Chilean government is also concerned by the country’s own 

resilience to environmental disasters and has worked to upgrade it, for example with the National Climate Change 

Adaptation Plan of 2014 and the Climate Change National Action Plan 2017-2022. In fact, this attention paid to 

resilience has pushed the Chilean government to be very invested in the formulation of the Sendai Framework for 

Disaster Risk Reduction (DDR), adopted by the Security Council 69/283 Resolution (2015), and to keep calling 

on the improvement of DDR measures worldwide. Chile considers that knowledge on DDR and climate adaptation 

must be more adequately incorporated in decisions taken. Thus, Chile recommends that Member States accentuate 

the exchange of knowledge with different local actors, NGOs or private companies for example, and a cross-

border exchange in order to benefit from each country’s data, experience and expertise, to understand the 

multidimensional factors that lead to environmentally induced migration. Furthermore, to protect the population 

that could not avoid environmentally induced migration, we need to fill in the gaps in international law. The point 

would be to define a legal status in order to ensure that these migrants’ rights are respected and to include in this 

status special mentions for the most vulnerable fringes of these migrants. 

II. Addressing the Issue of Migration in Libya 

The migrant’s situation in Libya has become a global concern and a priority for IOM. Indeed, because of its 

strategic location, Libya has evolved into the main transit site and a destination country for about one million of 

migrants coming from Middle East or other African countries, in addition to its internally displaced people (IDPs). 

With the help of smugglers, they often come to seek for employment, flee insecurity or try to cross the 

Mediterranean Sea to reach Europe, putting their lives at risk. Crime organizations have in fact developed 

networks in order to take advantage of the vulnerability of migrants and the lack of real political governance in 

Libya. Actually, the political has such a weak grip on the situation that the United Nations Support Mission in 

Libya has been prolonged by the Security Council Resolution 2376 (2017). The danger and the human rights 

violations these migrants face during their hazardous journey, such as torture, rape, forced labor and human 



trafficking, as the Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on the situation of human 

rights in Libya from January 2017 testifies, are therefore appalling. Having experienced similar plagues that Libya 

endures, both the human rights violations and a tumultuous transition to a democratic regime, Chile is strongly 

concerned by this situation and wishes to renew its commitment to the protection of migrants’ rights, as displayed 

by the strong support of the New-York Declaration. In migration matters that target directly Chile, our country’s 

policy has always consisted in preserving the human rights of migrants: when it comes to the Venezuelan crisis, 

the Lima group has stressed the need to protect Venezuelans fleeing to neighbor countries in its fourth Statement. 

More precisely, as regard migration from Caribbean and others Latin American countries, Chile has never stopped 

pursuing its efforts to trafficking victims and fight human trafficking. Thus, under the Human Rights Council 

(HRC) resolution 35/L.28 which calls for global compact for safe, orderly and regular migration, the country 

changed its immigration law in 2017, in order to avoid abuses and human trafficking regarding immigration. 

However, the political situation in Libya does not allow its government to enforce regulations successfully, as the 

Government of National Accord, put in place with the Skhirat Agreement, has no real power over the Libyan 

population. The Republic of Chile considers that the commitment of the international community is needed to 

allow the refugees in Libya to be protected and live in better conditions. Even though a humanitarian assistance 

is obviously still necessary, it cannot be denied that more efforts should be done to tackle the problem. Thus, Chile 

recommends Member States to cooperate in order to ensure organized elections in Libya this year, which will 

promote a national union, indispensable for the implement of measures to tackle the migrant crisis. More precisely, 

Chile offers to share its expertise, notably legal expertise, on transitioning to a democratic regime, stresses the 

need for every Member States to also share any useful knowledge and competences on this matter. Finally, Chile 

proposes to Member States to focus more than ever on the dismantling illegal networks of traffics human being 

and suggest the securitization of oil exploitation, in order to set forth this resource as an alternative economic 

opportunity to locals. 

III. Strengthening Cooperation between IOM and Civil Society 

Migration flows have grown exponentially all around the world these last few years, particularly in Latin America. 

However, IOM’s reach on regional issues is, in itself alone, too weak. Cooperation with civilian organization can 

allow IOM to have a greater impact on these issues. In fact, civilian actors have acquired practical experiences 

dealing with migration-related matters that other organizations do not have. Consequently, in the Constitution of 

the International Organization for Migration, adopted in 1953, Civilian society organizations (CSOs) are 

considered as one of the pivotal actors, whose implication and cooperation with other types of organizations in 

tackling migration issues are necessary. Chile firstly emphasizes the importance of a cooperation between IOM 

and the private sector to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, such as, guaranteeing a safe and regular 

migration, as it is required on The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The Republic of Chile also 

acknowledges the implementation of the IOM Strategy for Partnerships with the Private Sector 2016-2020. Within 

this framework, the IOM Chile has been cooperating with the private sector, and signed recently the Cooperation 

Agreement with the Chilean Federation of Industry. Indeed, Chile strongly believes that have a decent work is a 

fundamental step of insertion and inclusion into a society for a migrant. Cooperation with private actors has also 

proven helpful when dealing with victims of human traffic: in all territories members of the Organization of 

American States, private companies but also other CSOs have been involved in support and rehabilitation 

programs, as it was agreed in the AG/RES.2551 of the Organization of American States. More generally, Chile 

has offered strong support in the organization of Regional consultation events, to gather all actors concerned with 

migration problems and discuss solutions. The XIX Migration Days Conference in Santiago have for example 

taken further the debates on the United Nations Global Compact on Migration. Chile has also organized 

workshops and trainings meant to include civilian actors in dealing with migration issues and to ensure their 

actions correspond international consensus. Chile encourages Member States to enhance partnerships with CSOs, 

notably with trade unions to ensure that rights of migrant workers won’t be violated and human trafficking will 

be avoided. However, Chile considers that setting up informed debate on migrations with the host communities is 

necessary, thus Member States should cooperate more with all types of CSOs, but more particularly with NGOs. 

Finally, as a cooperation with these different actors should be strengthened in order to have more impact on local 

matters, Member States have to create a favorable environment for the building of a network between different 

civilian and non-civilian actors. This includes not only events, for actors to meet and discuss migration-related 

predicaments that should be dealt with, but also the creation of a database filled with the contacts of actors wishing 

to have a hand in tackling migration issues, and with actors that possess expertise in tackling these issues, on the 

condition that they accept having their contacts be shared. 


