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POSITION PAPER 

The topics before the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) committee are: The application of 

safeguards to the Middle East; Improve Science and Technology Activities through Technical Cooperation, and 

Nuclear Waste Management. The Republic of Costa Rica dedicates its efforts to ensure a good use and 

management of Atomic Energy in its country and worldwide.  

I- The application of Safeguards to the Middle East 

Fully appreciating the serious danger posed by nuclear installations that remain in the region of the Middle East, 

the Republic of Costa Rica has decided to contribute towards making the safeguards to the International Atomic 

Energy Agency (IAEA) respected. Indeed, Costa Rica has affirmed such purpose when backing the resolution 

GC(60)/20 at the IAEA, regarding application of the agency’s guarantees in the region. Complying with the 

resolution A/RES/71/83 (adopted by 156 member-states) on the nuclear threat of the region, the Republic of 

Costa Rica is thoroughly convinced of how much the region of Middle East concentrates most of the world’s 

geopolitical tensions. In this context, the potential use of nuclear weapons in the region would leave dramatic 

consequences. 

         As a result, Costa Rica reminds its backing of the resolution on the Non-Proliferation Treaty 

A/RES/2028(XX), very milestone of the IAEA as it is the founding text. Approved by all member states at the 

time of its voting, it indeed stipulates the necessity to cease the development, stocking and test of nuclear 

material to strengthen the peace between countries. Thus giving support to this resolution, Costa Rica invites 

all countries still not signatories of the Treaty to do so, strongly believing that it goes towards making the region 

free of the nuclear threat and therefore more prone to a long-lasting peace on solid bases. 

The Republic of Costa Rica also congratulates itself of the even tighter relations woven by all 32 member states 

of South America through the Treaty of Tlatelolco (S/2016/1052), leading in 1967 to the creation of a Nuclear 

Weapon Free Zone (NWFZ) on the continent and the founding of the Organisation for the Proscription of 

Nuclear Arms in Latin America (OPANAL) to ensure it is being respected. This very zone pushes farther away 

the propensity of tensions leading to a nuclear armed conflict on a global scale, as the example of South America 

and Africa have shown. To this extent Costa Rica then expresses itself in favour of an unbiased regional 

organism of resembling nature in the Middle East, that would contribute to the creation of a Nuclear Weapon 

Free Zone and investigate the potential wrongdoings of the countries pertaining to the zone. 

          Therefore, Costa Rica, by seeing those as similar approaches to the prohibition of nuclear weapons, takes 

into consideration and salutes the incentive launched in 2012 by the Arab League for a NWFZ in the Middle 

East. Incentive which has been followed a year after by the International Conference for a zone free of nuclear 

weapons developed in Israel. The following initiatives are indeed in sync with the views expressed by the 

Republic of Costa Rica in the person of its President, Luis Guillermo Solis who declared at the UN Headquarters 

in 2015 that nuclear disarmament could not be postponed anymore and that immediate action had to be sought. 

 

II - Improve Science and Technology Activities through Technical Cooperation 

 

Taking into consideration the importance of creating binding relationships between countries in domains of 

application of Technology and Science, The Republic of Costa Rica expresses itself in favor of Technical 

Cooperation Agreements (TC). It is fully convinced that such Treaties go towards promoting the transfer of 

technologies between industrialized countries and developing countries, as well as creating profitable businesses 

for both parties. Costa Rica reminds the support it has given to these initiatives with its new Country Programme 

Framework and therefore anticipates the IAEA Conference on TC Agreements that will be held on June 2017 

in Austria by reaffirming its position. Signed and approved on September of 2016, the CPF agreement 

establishes the key sectors (Environment and health ahead) in which the country in question, the IAEA and its 



other member states have to address extended cooperation to ensure a clear and swift path towards technological 

progress. 

Furthermore, the Republic of Costa Rica expresses its satisfaction due to the many Technical Cooperation 

Projects that have been brought to completion to its initiative on 2016. Projects that count among others, the 

Agreement on Technical Cooperation COS5034 dedicated to eradicate outbreaks of the Zika virus on its soil 

and other countries. Very project that in fact, contributes to the making of progress in Science due to the efforts 

it puts to make Zika infected more rapidly detected, whereas other protagonists opt to leave the matter unsolved. 

The Republic of Costa Rica yet, acknowledges the necessity of TC Agreements to be encompassed by a larger 

framework of cooperation between countries. And therefore, it salutes the effort put in by the ARCAL (Regional 

Cooperation Agreement for the Promotion of Nuclear Science and Technology in Latin America and the 

Caribbean) in matters of mutualization of knowledge and means to enforce the use of nuclear power to peaceful 

ends. 

          More globally, the Republic of Costa Rica reminds its support of the resolution A/RES/69/313 summing 

up the action program Addis-Ababa for Development, and how it shall be financed. Program that establishes 

inter-alia the need to tackle the “Digital divide” between developed and developing countries through a process 

of transfer of technologies taken in charge by the WIPO (World Intellectual Property Organization), and to 

develop infrastructures solving this issue, which is of utmost importance. As a result, Costa Rica wishes once 

again to affirm its backing of resolution A/RES/71/213. Addressing the issue of unlawful financial streams and 

how to eradicate them, the Republic of Costa Rica strongly believes they form a particularly damaging issue to 

the finances of both developed and developing countries. Yet, the latter group remains the main host of illicit 

financial streams that strengthen issues of corruption, thus crippling the development of efficient infrastructures. 

In such context the full cooperation and transfer of financial data from countries of the South could form a 

valuable counterpart to the transfer of technologies. 

III- Nuclear Waste Management 

Entirely conscious of the amount of issues raised by the treatment of Nuclear Waste (NW) and the management 

of its stocks, The Republic of Costa Rica wishes to contribute towards solving the problems it poses and 

dedicates its efforts to ensure a better quality of life for its citizens. Signatory of resolution A/RES/71/125, the 

very document describes the consequences of the 1986 Chernobyl accident triggered by generation of nuclear 

electricity and poor management of the waste induced, as well as the efforts the countries affected have put to 

alleviate the damages due to the disaster. As a result the Republic of Costa Rica believes that neither the option 

of burying Nuclear Waste, nor stocking them constitute a viable option in the long run, and therefore, opts out 

to directly eliminate the problem of Nuclear Waste. The National Policy for Integral Waste Management 2010-

2021, launched by the former president Laura Chinchilla Miranda reflects this desire. 

         Distinguishing Nuclear Waste resulting from the production of energy and the Waste attributed to military 

activities of a country’s armed forces, Costa Rica condones voluntarist policies to reduce the former whereas it 

strongly opposes to any action generating the latter. Indeed, the Republic of Costa Rica declares once again its 

signing and backing of resolution A/RES/71/259 banning the production, transformation and use of fissile 

materials to produce weapons. And therefore, Costa Rica opposes the Nuclear Waste generated from 

decommissioning military grade nuclear material as it anticipates the transformation, misuse and redundancy of 

the weapons, and eventually the damaging radiations this dangerous process carries. 

        On the flipside, the Republic of Costa Rica brings its entire support and cooperation to countries willing to 

disengage from nuclear fueled energy production processes, as it has been one of its key objectives over the last 

decades. Indeed, in Latin America as a whole, Costa Rica remains a pioneer in sustainable energy development, 

since the country functioned 310 days out of 365 with hydroelectricity and solar electricity only; due to the 

initiative launched by the Institute of Costa Rican Electricity (ICE). Though, fully understanding the costliness 

of such infrastructures, Costa Rica’s Technology Institute (TEC) promotes alternatives, such as plasma 

generators, on which the Republic of Costa Rica prides itself being the only developing country possessing the 

technology. As a matter of fact, such a machine would allow to bypass the process of nuclear fusion which is 

the main generator of Nuclear Waste in the production of electricity, and thus the cooperation and sharing for 

this technology would go towards eliminating the problem. 


