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The topics for the Habitat III committee are: Building resilient cities to promote climate change 

and disaster risk reduction; Realizing the right to adequate shelter through the new urban 

agenda; Inclusive urbanization for the promotion of equality and social cohesion. Mongolia is 

dedicated to multilateral approaches to ensure the implementation of agreements leading to 

adequate housing for all people.  

 

I. Building resilient cities to promote climate change and disaster risk reduction 

 

Mongolia is subject to disasters such as dzud (long harsh winters which leads to loss of 

livestock), droughts, floods, storms, wildfires and extreme temperatures. For example, during 

the most recent dzud (2009) 20% of the country’s livestock population died, affecting 28% of 

Mongolia’s population. These events have disastrous consequences on families because it 

affects the way in which they access to food, safe water and live in a safe environment. With 

climate change, such events become even more unpredictable and intense. This is why it is 

important to try to prevent them to avoid the cost of losing lives but also on the economy (over 

80% of the GDP sourced from urban areas). For that matter, Mongolia is very implicated in 

implementing a sustainable development, among other, taking part in the Sendai Framework 

which focuses on building more resilient cities. Also, very concerned by cities but also by rural 

areas and the ger, due to its nomadic population, Mongolia is implementing a project about 

strengthening local level capacities for disaster risk reduction, management and coordination. 

This program aims at facilitating the decentralization of disaster management by prevention 

and coordination mechanism. The goal is to implement at a local level an increased integration 

and development planning. This is indeed very important for the ger areas since 69% of the 

population is urban but 60% of it is living in the ger districts and lack access to modern 

infrastructure. Mongolia has struggled to face this sudden increase of the population but is now 

developing new solutions like for example the mapping project to enable citizens to participate 

in the planning and budgeting of the cities. This will enable to focus on the issues that citizens 

really struggle with and give better accuracy on the infrastructures needed.  

 

II. Realizing the right to adequate shelter through the new urban agenda 

 

The new urban agenda will be the outcome document agreed upon the Habitat III cities 

conferences in October 2016. It will guide the cities and its actors for the next 20 years. This 

agenda will lay groundwork for policies and approaches that will impact the future. Indeed, 

cities are a place of progress but can also reflect poverty and vulnerability to disasters for 

developing countries in particular. This is why trying to build resilient cities is an important 

measure so that every citizens can enjoy its right of adequate shelter. To be adequately housed 

means having secure tenure: not having to worry about being evicted or having your home 

taken away. Also, there is a cultural level and implies a certain standard of living like having 

access to basic services. To achieve this goal, Mongolia took part in the fifth regional workshop 

on “Integrated resources management in Asian cities: the Urban Nexus” in 2015. This 

workshop focused on building sustainable cities, planning and implementing smart cities as 

system of systems. In parallel, Mongolia has adopted an urban strategy with the UNDP. One 



of its focus is on climate adaptation, to make urban centres more climate resilient by protecting 

resources bases on which the city depends.   

 

III. Inclusive urbanization for the promotion of equality and social cohesion 

 

In developing countries, the exceptional growth has permit to lift millions out of poverty, but 

it has also widened inequalities and threatened social cohesion. As a consequence, the 

increasing urbanization is a challenge, but the most important challenge is for it to be inclusive 

and to have social cohesion. One key point for the reduction of poverty is to adopt a multi 

stakeholder approach according to the Resident Country Director of the Millennium Challenge 

Corporation in Mongolia. It is necessary to include the private sector for a sustainable 

development. It will, indeed, enable a better data circulation. Mongolia is aware of the 

problems it has to face such as providing equal access to civil, political, social and economic 

rights for migrating communities. Deeply concerned by the impact urban disparities can have 

on the social but also economic life of the country, Mongolia is implicated in the process of 

creating inclusive cities. For the country, this would not be possible without upgrading ger 

areas which are the poorest and lack most basic infrastructures. Thus, implementing smart cities 

with bottom-up planning are on the policy agenda and laws on urban development have already 

been adopted. For that matter, Mongolia has launched a strategy which focuses on developing 

capacity to track multi-dimensional urban poverty and inequality; implementing integrated and 

citywide ger area upgrading; boosting employment especially for youth. However, the efforts 

of Mongolia to promote equality have paid off since the country has the best level of gender 

equality in East Asia according to Social Watch. It is part of the few countries which have 

reached the Medium level of gender equality (no country has reached the Acceptable level yet).  

 

 


