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Position Paper for the General Assembly III committee 
  
The topics for the General Assembly III committee are: Improving Coordination in Humanitarian Response to 

Natural Disasters and Other Emergencies; Preventing Violence and Discrimination Based on Sexual Orientation 

and Gender Identity; Promoting Rights and Strengthening Protections for Older Persons. The Republic of Costa 

Rica looks forward to working with Member States on these fundamental issues.  
  

 
I.                   Improving Coordination in Humanitarian Response to Natural Disasters and Other 

Emergencies 
  
Natural disasters and other emergencies are a global concern, discussed in international summits. Frameworks 

such as the Hyogo Framework for Actions (2005-2015) and the Sendai Framework (2015-2030) were adopted in 

order to reduce disaster risk and losses. Former UN General Secretary Ban-Ki-Moon called for action by 

initiating a world humanitarian summit in Istanbul (May 2016), the focus of which was on sharing best practices 

and to better prepare the international response to crises. The will to strengthen international cooperation can be 

illustrated by UN resolutions such as A/RES/59/212 (3 March 2005) which focuses on humanitarian assistance 

in the field of natural disasters. Moreover, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OHCA) and 

Member States are conscious of gender specific needs. The vulnerability and concern of the Central American 

region is significant. Therefore, OHCA and the international community work to share their knowledge and 

experience within the “Centro de Coordinación para la Prevención de los Desastres Naturales en América 

Central” (CEPREDENAC). Central America also works with other countries to cope with the “El Niño 

phenomenon” which greatly affects their agriculture and economy. Member States believe that international 

cooperation is key to face it, as stated in resolution A/RES/69/218 adopted by the General Assembly on 19 

December 2014. Being the second most vulnerable country in the world to hazards based on land area according 

to the World Bank natural disaster hotspots 2005, Costa Rica is deeply concerned about natural emergencies 

management and prevention. In 2005, a World Bank study determined that 77.9 percent of Costa Rica’s 

population lives in areas vulnerable to multiple hazards. Consequently, public institutions promote risk 

management by adopting national frameworks. For instance, the Comisión Nacional de Emergencias (CNE) was 

created in 1969. Since then, new institutions have been implemented such as the National System for Disaster 

Risk Management (SNPRAE) in 2009 and the National System for Risk Prevention and Emergency Response 

(Emergency and Prevention Act Nº 8488). Costa Rica believes that it is necessary to integrate risk reduction into 

all phases of disaster management - planning and recovery phases - as stated in resolution A/RES/63/217 (18 

February 2009). In order to enforce international and national plans, Costa Rica has created two funds: the 

National Emergency Fund created by the CNE and the Fondo Centroamericano de Fomento de la Gestión de 

Riesgo de Desastres (FOCEGIR) by CEPREDENAC. The Republic of Costa Rica considers early risk detection 

as being the key to emergency preparation. As a result, it has implemented an early warning system, a national 

education plan, communication campaigns and volunteer programs and emphasizes its importance. Thus, as 

mentioned in resolution A/RES/70/204 we highlight the importance of a local strategy and call upon Member 

States to ensure the implementation of not only global solutions but also local ones.  
 

II.                Preventing Violence and Discrimination Based on Sexual Orientation and Gender 

Identity 
  
According to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Vienna International Plan of Action, all human 

beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights, as reminded in resolution A/HRC/RES/27/32. The 

Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development of 1995 also took a step towards recognizing the social 

exclusion of minorities. Based on these international frameworks, all Member States face the moral duty to 

protect the liberty, security and freedom of expression in a nondiscriminatory manner of their population. Costa 

Rica strongly believes that preventing violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender 

identity is the key to creating a sustainable social environment for the global population. The Republic of Costa 

Rica also stresses the importance of resolution A/HRC/RES/32/2 adopted by the Human Rights Council on June 

30, 2016 and urges all Member States to follow the principles of freedom and sovereignty. The international 

community further reminds the importance of resolution A/RES/68/268 which underlines the elaboration of an 

aligned international methodology in order to prevent violence and discrimination. The discrimination discussed 
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in this topic is based on sexual orientation or gender identity, and more precisely: being homosexual, bisexual, 

transsexual, transgender or intersex. The report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights of 

November 17th, 2011- A/HRC/19/41 - deplores violations done to the LGBT community on various levels such 

as physical or moral attacks and discrimination in employment, health or education. Discrimination can also be 

deeply embedded within the state of mind of populations and this can prevent policies from being fully efficient. 

The report further notices that transgender persons are not always legally recognised when thy change their 

gender.  However, Costa Rica demonstrates its social advancement by legalizing this procedure. Moreover, the 

Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the United Nations University of Peace are based in Costa Rica 

which shows the social commitment of our country and its desire to go forward. This will to change the 

mentalities was expressed by former President Oscar Arias Sanchez when, in 2008, he announced that from this 

point forward, the 17th of  May will be the National Day Against Homophobia. On the international level, the 

Republic of Costa Rica shows its engagement in the betterment of the overall human condition regardless of 

differences by co-sponsoring resolution A/C.3/71/L.19/Rev.1. Furthermore, the discrimination based on sexual 

option is sanctioned by the article 48 from Costa Rican General Law 7771. Fully aware that progress needs to be 

made in the field of violence against lesbian, bisexual, transgender, transsexual and intersex women, Costa Rica 

deplores the lack of recognition and neglected public policies to tackle this issue which was denounced by the 

July 2011 Shadow Report. We recognizes the urgency of raising awareness about sexual orientation and gender 

identity, particularly amongst public officials and within the education system, mainly thanks to information 

campaigns. The Republic of Costa Rica is fully convinced that worldwide collaboration is the key to tackle 

discrimination issues and we urge the international community to join us in order to make the world a safer 

place for minorities and so as to ensure the respect of human rights. 
 

III.             Promoting Rights and Strengthening Protections for Older Persons 
  
Considering the Vienna International Plan of Action on Ageing, adopted at the World Assembly on Ageing in 

1982 and the resolution 46/91 adopted by General Assembly in December 1991, Costa Rica strongly believes 

that the protection of older persons is an international concern. This resolution emphasizes the necessity of 

having access to adequate food, water, shelter, healthcare and clothing for elders. Bearing in mind the Report of 

the Secretary-General A/66/173 (22 of July, 2011) which identifies older persons as being a vulnerable group 

requiring special measures of protection and fully aware that, by 2050 more than 20% of the world’s population 

will be over 60 years old, the international community has implemented legal instruments to protect their rights 

(A/RES/67/139, February 13, 2013). Keeping in mind that in Costa Rica, 10,000 inhabitants are over the age of 

90 and 5% of whom are over 100, our country has created the National Council of the older adults, to guarantee 

better care for this population segment. Strongly convinced that this issue needs legal instruments, we have 

ratified the Inter-American Convention on the Rights of Older Persons as well as hosted the third Regional 

Intergovernmental Conference on Ageing (8 to 11 May, 2012) which resulted in the “San José Charter” giving 

older persons preferential status concerning administrative decisions. Costa Rica took significant steps towards 

building regional cooperation by becoming a co-sponsor of the proposal for the convention on the human rights 

of older persons. Noting with regret that the ageing population faces discrimination and abandonment, Costa 

Rica reaffirmed its commitment by signing the Madrid Action Plan 2002, which aims to eliminate all forms of 

discrimination. Moreover, the independent report A/HRC/33/44/Add.1 published on the 4th of August 2016, on 

the enjoyment of all human rights by older persons underlines that Costa Rica should continue its efforts to 

improve elders’ daily lives. We have already implemented an efficient healthcare system by establishing an 

obligatory pension and medical treatment coverage. Deeply conscious that older persons with disabilities need 

specific attention, Costa Rica co-sponsored resolution A/RES/69/142 adopted by the General Assembly on 18th 

December 2014, to encourage the application of the Millennium development goals and to stress the importance 

of this topic in the international agenda. Guided by the belief that the elderly need to keep their independence, 

the Republic of Costa Rica has embraced the World Health Organization's (WHO) program of “Age Friendly 

Cities” which upgrades public services to make them more accessible. For instance, accessible senior education 

is a major priority for the Costa Rican government, as it is underlined by Article 83 of the Constitution and more 

specifically Act No.7935. The Republic of Costa Rica urges Member States to work alongside other nations and 

organizations such as WHO on guaranteeing older persons’ dignity and self-fulfilment.   


