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The issues before the General Assembly third committee are : The Right of Peoples to Self-Determination ; The 

Elimination of All Forms of Religious Intolerance ; Ensuring Equitable Access to Education. The Republic of 

Chile, recognizing the need of a collaborative approach, looks forward to working with all Member States.  

I. The Right of People to Self-Determination  

Considering self-determination as a right given to people to master their own destiny, the Republic of Chile is 

fully aware that it requires an economic, political, and cultural development by those who claim that right. 

Subsequently, the Article 1 of the Charter of the United Nations (1946), establishing that one of the pillar of the 

United Nations (UN) is the respect for the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, 

emphasizes this right as a mean for states to preserve their national sovereignty. The United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) formulated a clear definition of what a population is : a group 

of persons sharing common historical tradition, a racial identity, a shared culture, linguistic unity, religious unity, 

a territorial connection and a common economic life. The General Assembly has adopted resolution 71/183 

(2016) on the Universal realization of the right of peoples to self-determination, denouncing the occupation of 

territories, including the Palestinian Territories . Bearing in mind the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 

our country seriously considers the right to self-determination of those living under colonial and foreign 

occupation : this is a fundamental step towards a prosperous implementation of the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs). Furthermore, General Assembly resolution 71/184 (2016) on The right of the Palestinian people 

to self-determination reaffirmed their right to independence.               

Chile clearly understands the challenge and difficulty to recognize the groups legitimate to be classify as 

“peoples”, without endangering the integrity of the state. Signing Convention 169 (1989) of the International 

Labour Organization (ILO) was the foundation stone of an international legislation concerning indigenous 

communities. The Indigenous People Act (1993) made it clear that Chile recognizes Aborigines as descendants 

from human groups that settled in what was before their nation during pre-Columbian times, with their own 

ethnic and cultural rituals, recognizing the land as the main foundation of their existence and culture. The 

National Debate of Chilean Peoples (2006) had been undertaken in order to evaluate the relevance of the 

Indigenous People Act more than a decade after its application, but also to ensure their sustainable development, 

political participation, and representation. Addressing the concerns of Native Chileans is all the more essential 

since                                                                                              

Chile is committed to create public institutions and programs that reflect our country’s cultural richness. This 

eases relationship between our citizens and the State, based on respect for human rights. Condemning in the 

strongest terms the use of violence, Chile make all the necessary efforts to tackle numerous incidents, from 

violent land occupations, to burning of private property. The Chilean Anti-terrorism Law is applied over those 

responsible for the attacks perpetrated in the country as a tool to condemn violence and forestall any kind of 

attempts. In the aftermath of the demands from several Mapuche organizations to restore lost ancestral 

territories, the Republic of Chile plans to buy land for use by Mapuche communities to foster peace and national 

security instead of conducting an expropriation policy in the southern region of Araucania.  

                                      II. The Elimination of All Forms of Religious Intolerance 

Recognizing that every citizen should be provided the right to believe and express religion with no constrains, 

Chile supports the implementation, promotion and extension of the best conditions for all believers, in terms of 

infrastructures, security devices and legal framework. In that sense, the article 4 of the Declaration on the 

Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief  proclaimed by the 

Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights (OHCHR), from the General Assembly resolution 36/55 

(1981) underwrites the absolute need for all States to embrace religious freedom as a fundamental human right 

but also to procure a legal framework that protects believers. Indeed, the General Assembly resolution 50/183 

(1996) reaffirms that “everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion.” Those 

dispositions are extensions of the Article 18 from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  

Bearing in mind the Charter of the United Nations and in the furrow of these international decrees, Chile is 

determined to promote religious freedom. Acknowledging that our country is a land of religious plurality and 

fully aware that it implies diverse revindications and reactions to a definite international context. Staying in line 

with the National law on religious freedom and equal treatments (1999), as a secular state, Chile strongly 

condemns any form of religious intolerance. The Republic of Chile acknowledges that secularity and religious 

freedom are both tightly linked, hereby, Article 19 of our national constitution, sided by the Religious Entities 

Act (2005), affirming a separation between the State and any belief. Moreover, our country is committed on 



granting all religious groups with the same state adjudication as stated in Chile 2015 International Religious 

Freedom Report. Additionally, the 2002 National law about freedom of expression prohibits “the use of any 

means of social communication to publish or transmit information designed to promote hostility towards persons 

or groups based on their religion”. The Republic of Chile considers the promotion of religious freedom and 

tolerance to increase respect. Nevertheless, Chile mindfully knows that religious peace remains fragile. The 

creation of the National Office of Religious Affairs and the Interfaith Advisory Council (2015) aims at 

maintaining an equal treatment to all religions within Nation States. Hereby, Chile strongly promotes freedom of 

religion among all public spheres. We are strongly committed into integrating religious believes within our 

administration in several sectors backed up by national decrees such as the Supreme decree 94 assuring religious 

presence in hospitals, and the Supreme decree 703 dwelling religious assistance for prisoners. Furthermore, the 

General Education Law (2009) assures religious freedom with the educational system, however, Chile remains a 

secular state.  

Therefore the Republic of Chile support measures to implement religious rituals, such as in Makewe Hospital 

erected by Health Makewe and upheld by 19.253 law (1993) recognizing a specificity to Indigenous 

communities. However, this is still at an embryonic stage. The Article 2481 of the Chilean Civil Code, endorsed 

by the Constitutional disposition that separates the Church from the State (1925), claims that “the same civil 

legislation lays down to all churches”. The emancipation from the Roman Catholic Church, benefiting from a 

tacit status, remains a major concern of our country. Chile is committed into an undifferentiated legal treatment 

of all religions as part of the establishment of a secular state which remains the essential mould for religious 

freedom. Chile remains eager to address this issue with a comprehensive and constructive approach. 

 

III- Ensuring Equitable Access to Education 

 

As more than 121 million children in developing countries remain excluded from primary and lower secondary 

school systems, the Republic of Chile considers that ensuring equitable access to education is an essential issue 

to address. Taking into consideration the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), especially the fourth and tenth 

ones, Chile believes that promoting education and reducing inequalities must be a priority to reach the stage a 

high-standard education for all. Reckoning education as a major tool to reduce inequalities, Chile underlines the 

relevance of General Assembly resolution 70/209 (2015) providing equitable quality of education for the 

acquirement of skills and knowledge. Thanks to our efforts aiming at improving the quality and the equity of the 

educational system and carefully covering its whole scope, the Programme for International Student Assessment 

(PISA) report made by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) has recognized 

Chile as the best educational system, considering literacy, mathematics, and science in Latin America. Proof of 

this is our 96 percent of literacy.                          

Understanding the importance of education, Chile has increased the compulsory age to receive education, from 

13 years in 1965 to 18 years as of 2003. Furthermore, various programs were implemented in the 1990s to put 

forwards equitable education and finance school-projects, from  the 900 Schools Program for the Unprivileged 

(P900) in 1990 to the Higher Education Quality Improvement Program (MECESUP) in 1999, respectively 

supported by the UNESCO and the World Bank. Hereby, the government has increased the budget allocated to 

education to 3% of the Chilean GDP. Consequently, the level of re-sits has been reduced by 12%. Despite the 

efforts to improve education, students expressed their discontents through the Penguin’s Revolution in 2006, 

demanding less inequalities in education such as : free university admissions test (PSU), the abolition of the 

1990 Organic Constitutional Act of Teaching (LOCE), and a quality education for all. Considering the opinion of 

all its citizens, Chile reformed the Ministry of Education and made the PSU free for more than 80% of annual 

applicants, keeping in mind the idea of equitable access to education regarding wealth inequalities. The 

establishment of an Assistant Presidential Council on Education and the reform of the LOCE were significant 

steps towards a more equitable access to education, prohibiting discriminatory selection processes. The Chilean 

Winter (2011-2013) raised the Republic of Chile’s awareness on the need to make education free and its access 

universal. Hence, seen as a major tool for a sustainable national development, major reforms were implemented 

in 2014 to build a long-lasting educational system.                        

Our country strongly believes in the catalyst effect of education to foster the economical, democratic and social 

fields. Therefore, for-profits schools turned into non-profits organizations and Chile banned mandatory co-

payments. This reforms provide a free tertiary education to the students in the poorest 60% of the population, in 

universities, technical schooling centres and professional institutes. Consequently, Chile stresses the need to 

develop basic skills to handle new technologies and to improve the literacy rate, estimated at 92.4% in 2012 by 

the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), compared to 99% in the developed 

western countries. Aligned with the basic human rights on education, Chile believes on assuring the access to 

education based on unbiased criteria to every child and student. We acknowledge that equitable access to 

education is a challenge for many Member States, as inequalities still persist. 


