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Position paper for the General Assembly Second Committee 

The topics before the General Assembly Second Committee are: Promoting Access to Renewable and Sustainable 

Energy for Poverty Reduction and Sustainable Development; Financing for Development; and World Commodity 

Trends and Prospects. Mongolia is committed to a comprehensive collaboration on the issues before the committee 

to ensuring sustainable socio-economic development. 

I. Promoting Access to Renewable and Sustainable Energy for Poverty Reduction and Sustainable 

Development 

Mongolia, a coal-dependent country, is very active concerning socio-environmental topics since the adoption of 

the Mongolian Action Programme for the 21th Century (MAP21) in 1998 that sets sustainable development as a 

national priority. Following the Rio+20 Declaration (A/RES/66/288) of the United Nations (UN) Conference on 

Sustainable Development in 2012, Mongolia adopted its own National Green Development Policy (NGDP) in 

2014 in order to move towards a greener economy by establishing a common policy framework for the inter-

ministerial coordination and the use of funds allocated to sustainable development. Recognizing the benefits that 

renewable energies can have to soften poverty and pollution and boost inclusive growth, Mongolia encourages all 

Member States to adopt long-term win-win strategies and comply with the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2030 ASD) adopted in September 2015 (A/RES/70/1), 

and especially the Goals 1 and 7 intending to eradicate poverty and provide an universal energy access. 

Demonstrating its commitment to energy access for all, Mongolia intends to follow the recommendations of 

A/RES/67/215 named the Sustainable Energy for All (SE4ALL) initiative, the aim of which is to double the share 

of renewable energies by 2030. Realizing the importance of renewable energies to push forward society in a 

sustainable way, Mongolia aims at accounting renewable sources for at least 20% of power generation capacity 

by 2020, while its current level is 5%. To this effort, Mongolia implemented eleven hydropower stations, eight 

solar power stations, and two wind power stations, the most significant being the Salkhit 50 megawatt wind farm. 

Other initiatives has emerged such as the 100,000 Solar Ger Electrification Program began in 2000 that provides 

inhabitants living in yurt with photovoltaic solar home systems, or will emerge such as the Asian Super Grid and 

Gobitech project that would connect Northeast Asian countries for supplying electricity power generated from 

renewable resources in the Gobi Desert. Mongolia endorses the crucial role of the private sector towards 

sustainable development and then calls upon the developing countries to establish incentive mechanisms enabling 

to attract private investors. Despite measures such as the 2010 Concession Law promoting public–private 

partnerships and the tax exemption in case of use of environmentally friendly equipment, stresses in the NGDP, 

much effort need to be done to attract more green investment in Mongolia. Mongolia, affected by environmental 

issues, further requests more international cooperation in order to accelerate capacity-building and finance energy 

plants, as five UN agencies have started to do with the Partnership for Action in Green Economy (PAGE) for 

2013-2020, a global programme committed to help 30 developing countries by giving expertise to formulate 

strategies for national inclusive green policies.  As Mongolia is confident that green development can be accelerate 

through education, science and technology, it pushes for more cooperation in sharing of knowledge about 

renewable energies, research, and clean technology transfer, as announced in the 2015 Paris Agreement. Mongolia 

argues that performance of programmes enabling better access to sustainable energies should be well monitored 

and evaluated to achieve results-based sound governance. Determined to lower the percentage of the population 

lying below the poverty line from 27.4% nowadays to 15% in 2003, Mongolia expresses its appreciation for 

schemes such as the World Bank Green Bonds and the Poverty Environment Initiative launched by the UN 

Development Programme (UNDP) and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) for helping poor people affected 

by climate change. Mongolia also notes that policies seeking more use of renewable energies would have a 

beneficial impact on poverty reduction by creating green jobs enhancing the overall society development. In this 

effort, Mongolia will focus on developing policies for ecotourism and sustainable mining.  

II. Financing for Development 

Considered as an upper-middle income country since the 2015 World Bank’s classification, Mongolia is solemnly 

committed to increase development financing. Having implemented the Millennium Development Goals-based 

Comprehensive National Development Strategy 2008-2021, Mongolia expresses its hope that all Member States 

will also introduce national policies in compliance with the Goal 17 of the SDGs (A/RES/70/1) that encourages 

to seek partnerships for sustainable development. Mongolia reaffirms the importance of multilateral development 

banks to leverage resources that benefit the development of society, as stated in A/RES/70/188. As Mongolia 

notes the need for more international cooperation –including South-South and triangular cooperation– in order to 



accelerate growth and reduce poverty, it joined the Asian Development Bank (ADB) in 1991. Since then, 

Mongolia has received $1.6 billion for development projects. In 2013, official development assistance (ODA) 

received by Mongolia represented 3.6% of its gross national income. Mongolia calls for the increase in ODA since 

it has mutual interest given that it tighten bilateral relationships, improve economic sustainability and enable the 

donors to have trusted partners if case of disasters, as Mongolia did when it donated $1 million dollar to Japan, 

its biggest ODA provider, after the 2011 earthquake. Mongolia recommends that financing for development 

projects must be followed up regularly to enable the sharing of good practices between Member States, as 

mentioned in the Addis Ababa Action Agenda (AAAA) (approved by A/RES/69/313 in July 2015). This action 

agenda provides a comprehensive approach to improve standards of living through the promotion of the social 

and economic integration and the protection of the environment. A/RES/70/169 stresses the need to enhance a 

better access to financial services, in consistence with the 2030 ASD and the AAAA. Mongolia has already 

resolved to make financial arrangements for local businesses, especially small and medium-sized enterprises, by 

initiating its own Development Bank (DBM) in 2011 which raise new development financing sources for long-

term projects. However, Mongolia deplores its lack of strong institutional capacity and must therefore improve its 

local administration capabilities to ensure a better coordination of investments. Deeply convinced that private 

sector is a major driving force to achieve growth economic diversification, Mongolia further invites the Member 

States to foster a business friendly environment. Believing that the strengthening of capacity-building and 

technology transfer would be needed, Mongolia continues to enhance its free trade zones (FTZ) programme started 

in 2004 to attract high technology companies. Mongolia is also dedicated to support economic development 

through national taxation policies such as its reform of the Minerals Law in 2006 which permit Mongolia’s 

government to claim significant ownership stakes in new mining projects that would have a negative impact on 

economic and social development.  Mongolia, striving to reduce the debt burden, welcomes with satisfaction the 

recommendations of A/RES/70/190 that set the debt sustainability as a priority subject for the 71st General 

Assembly (GA) in September 2016.  

III. World Commodity Trends and Prospects 

Mongolia recognizes the importance to meet the recommendations of A/RES/70/191, in order to ensure that the 

functioning of the commodity market leads to sustainable socio-economic development and job creation. This 

2015 GA resolution calls for broad-based measures to tackle negative impacts due to the price volatility. In view 

of its great dependence on minerals –especially copper, gold in and coal– that counted for 89% of the total 

Mongolian exports in 2014, Mongolia is working to: 1) diversify its economy by mobilizing comparative 

advantages in sectors such as organic food, tourism and renewable energies; 2) develop the private sector, 

especially in the technological field, in compliance with A/RES/70/213 and the ninth SDG which promotes 

technology, research and innovation to foster production; and 3) promote the use of preventive instruments so that 

the vulnerability to fluctuations in global mineral prices, as well as in currency exchange rates, is dwindled. As 

countries heavily dependent upon extractive industries cannot carry out their economic development without 

having first resolve the issue of price volatility in commodities, Mongolia emphasises the urgent need to define 

concrete measures to help commodities dependent countries because they cannot shoulder the burden of price 

fluctuations alone. Mongolia is aware of financial efforts helping developing countries to improve and diversify 

their trade of commodities, such as the Common Fund for Commodities (CFC) established in 1989 by the UN 

Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). However, since Mongolia is not a member of the CFC, it 

calls upon the Member States to set up new international compensation arrangements such as the actual aid of 

financial institutions mentioned in A/RES/70/191. Deeply conscious that a better anticipation would widely ease 

the impact of shocks and let the possibility to take preventive measures, Mongolia endorses the need to cooperate 

on a more transparency commodity market, as stressed in the second SDG. Mongolia, wishing to improve 

experience sharing within the international community, commends the GA for having taken the initiative of 

convening an informal interactive dialogue in 2016 to discuss commodity markets, as mentioned in 

A/RES/79/191. Given that Mongolia strongly supports the reduction of poverty, it urges Member States to take 

into account the importance of women and small-scale producers, as they are the most vulnerable, and address 

solutions depending on each country’s individual context. Mongolia reaffirms its commitment to the Vienna 

Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing Countries for the Decade 2014–2024, which aims at developing 

capacity building and reducing commodity dependence for landlocked countries so that they can have more room 

in world trade and not be prejudiced by geographical disadvantages and external shocks. Since the raw material 

global demand is influenced by few industries and countries, the trade situation of commodities dependent 

countries rely on of the economic circumstances of their main partners, as Mongolia has experienced since 2012 

with the China’s slowdown leading to the decrease of its resource prices. Mongolia regrets that, despite being one 

of the world’s top producers of minerals, its lack of energy independency imposed import costs and therefore 

requests the commodities dependent countries to pave the way for a comprehensive collaboration regarding energy 

self-sufficiency. By encouraging a self-reliance mainly based on renewable energies, Mongolia would also 

participate in the reduction of import dependence while ensuring environmental sustainable development. 


