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Three major topics are to be discussed at the General Assembly Second Committee which are: 

Implementing the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, Harnessing the Green Economy to Eradicate Poverty 

and Designing Effective Policies and Institutions to Reduce Inequalities. In the name of human rights, 

the Republic of Costa Rica wishes to put an end to social tensions through environmentally friendly 

measures.  

 

I. Implementing the Addis Ababa Action Agenda 
 

The Republic of Costa Rica has chosen to focus on the future of the children of every nation by setting 

the Addis Ababa Action Agenda (AAAA) as one of the main priorities of the country in the years to 

come. The Costa Rican Minister of Environment and Energy, Edgar E. Gutierrez-Espeleta, has once 

directed the Program for United Nations Environment. He states that it is of utmost importance that all 

nations should focus on strengthening public-private partnerships and international cooperation. 

Therefore, the Republic of Costa Rica supports the General Assembly resolution 66/288 (2012) “The 

Future We Want” in which it is said that public-private partnerships are crucial to achieve the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) in the Agenda 2030. Regarding the SDG listed in the General 

Assembly resolution 70/1 (2015) “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development”, they are the same as the ones fixed by the Ministry of Environment and Energy, as well 

as the Costa Rican government. The government of President Solis has chosen to convert the country 

into a carbon neutral nation by 2021. In this regard, the country is willing to share its knowledge to the 

rest of the world to reach the SDG by 2030. Concerning the AAAA, the Republic of Costa Rica is ready 

to contribute to implementing it if some conditions are met. The Ministry of Environment and Energy 

of Costa Rica believes that it is necessary to quantify the objectives as progress can be measured. For 

that matter, the Republic of Costa Rica deems vital to determine measurable objectives in the AAAA. 

The country firmly agrees with the General Assembly resolution 70/222 (2015) “Transforming our 

world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development” in which a South-South cooperation is 

considered as another way to gather the necessary funds for the SDG. The country’s policies, such as 

the Strategy National Environmental directed by Edgar E. Gutierrez in 2005 have shown that it is 

possible to maintain economic growth with only renewable energy. In addition, the fact that the country 

has managed to rely solely on renewable energy for two months, from June to August 2016, comforts 

its belief in the possibility of a future in which all nations can live from renewable energy only. 

Furthermore, noting that the AAAA revolves around children for the most part, the Republic of Costa 

Rica does not plan to oppose it as the Costa Rican government underlines the essential role of children 

in the debates regarding the SDG. 

 

II. Harnessing the Green Economy to Eradicate Poverty 
 

Eradicating poverty is one of the main SDG mentioned in the General Assembly resolution 70/1 (2015) 

“Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development” whose principles are 

approved by the Costa Rican government. The Republic of Costa Rica firmly believes in the efficiency 

of the green economy to solve different issues related to poverty. Nation-wise, the country has managed 

to develop an economy that tends to consume less and less non-renewable resources. The best way to 

confront poverty without endangering biodiversity is education. The Costa Rican minister of Foreign 

Relations and Worship, Manuel Gonzalez Sanz, is proud to have achieved a high-quality education 

provided to every inhabitant starting from a young age. This education will be a great help for children 

with a difficult social background as they will be more qualified in exercising jobs with higher salary. 

For that matter, the General Assembly resolution 70/220 (2015) “Transforming our world: the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development” underlines one of the key points of the 2030 Agenda which is 

the access to good education for all. Other than education, preserving natural resources is another mean 

to fight poverty per the Ministry of Environment and Energy of Costa Rica. The ones who rely the most 



on natural resources are the ones who benefit the less from the society and the economy. For that reason, 

the Republic of Costa Rica has created a protection system for its natural resources which covers more 

than a quarter of the territory. Furthermore, concerning the food security issue, also known as the SDG2 

in the General Assembly resolution 70/1 (2015) “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development”, Costa Rica supports the General Assembly resolution 71/245 (2016) as it 

underlines the link between food security issues and poverty eradication. As long as there are ongoing 

problems regarding the agricultural production which causes malnourishment incidents in certain 

regions in the world, poverty in these regions will be maintained. The resolution in question also 

reminds that increasing agricultural production should not cause environmental damages. The Republic 

of Costa Rica has implemented the payment for ecosystem services (PES) system. These payments are 

incentives given to farmers who are providing ecological services. This system will contribute to the 

national biodiversity preservation. Costa Rica believes that such payments applied on a global scale 

should be considered by the United Nations General Assembly in order to protect the entire biodiversity 

of the planet. In addition, the Costa Rican government has chosen to promote sustainable tourism as it 

conceals protection of the environment, unemployment reduction and decent contribution to the 

economic growth. Therefore, the country believes in the development of ecotourism promoted by the 

General Assembly resolution 71/240. As a fact, according to the 2014 Global Green Economy Index, 

Costa Rica is ranked first in the sustainable tourism category. The Republic of Costa Rica plans on 

being one of the pioneers of the ecotourism by offering their expertise to the rest of the world.  

 

III. Designing Effective Policies and Institutions to reduce Inequalities 
 

The Republic of Costa Rica supports one of the SDG of the General Assembly resolution 70/1 (2015) 

“Transforming the world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development” which is fighting inequality 

within and between countries. The minister of Foreign Relations and Worship of Costa Rica, Manuel 

Gonzalez Sanz, is aware that there is a room for improvement regarding inequalities present within the 

country that affect mostly women, people of African descent or indigenous people. Like most countries, 

the government of Solis wants to solve these issues in the most transparent and accountable way 

possible. The president of Costa Rica, Mr Solis, firmly believes that, for a policy or institution to be 

effective, there is a need for transparency and accountability which is in line with the General Assembly 

resolution 67/218 (2013) regarding the public finance. First, it is part of the SDG stated in the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development that we defend human rights, one of them being the right of 

information and transparency. Second, no project is viable without a consistent financial support. 

Judging by the financial difficulties of many countries, it is only reasonable to seek financial help from 

the private sector. This underlines the importance of the General Assembly resolution 66/288 (2012) 

“The Future We Want”. Concerning transparency, the Costa Rican government aims to reduce the risk 

of corruption to gain in legitimacy in the eyes of its citizen and the rest of the world. According to the 

2016 Corruption Perceptions Index given by Transparency International, Costa Rica is the 41st least 

corrupt country out of 175 countries. The Costa Rican government wishes to eradicate corruption 

around the world since transparency brings social stability. The country has also managed to build a 

fruitful relationship between employees and employers. This is mostly thanks to a specificity of Costa 

Rica which is the existence of the solidarista associations. These associations receive contributions from 

the members of companies which are then used to enhance the employee's’ wellbeing such as 

scholarships. This type of system based on solidarity can be adapted in other countries and can solve 

the inequality issues. Furthermore, the General Assembly resolution 70/1 (2015) “Transforming the 

world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development” mentions the issue of inequality between 

countries. Many nations are suffering from hunger and others are barely surviving from it depending 

on the economic circumstances. The General Assembly resolution 70/191 (2015) “Transforming the 

world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development” tackles one of the main problems related to 

inequality. The evolution of the global market of commodities endangers constantly many nations that 

can not provide a suitable environment for their small growers. Malnutrition and food insecurity need 

to be eradicated to build up a sustainable institution with effective policies in hopes of putting an end 

to poverty one day. For that matter, in line with the General Assembly resolution 70/223 (2015) 

“Transforming the world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, Costa Rica calls for a public-

private partnership that will be able to fund farmers so that the global agricultural production increases. 


