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Position Paper for the General Assembly First Committee 

The topics before the General Assembly First Committee are: The role of Science and Technology in 

International Security and Disarmament; Global Nuclear Disarmament; and Increasing Women’s Role in 

Disarmament and Non-Proliferation. The Republic of Costa Rica dedicates its efforts to multilateral 

approaches to ensuring international security and is willing to continue its devotion to promote the global 

disarmament. 

I.The Role of Science and Technology in International Security and Disarmament 

Taking into consideration the basic principle of security mentioned in the United Nations charter and 

wished by  every fellow citizen Costa Rica invites all countries to recognize the danger represented by arms 

and firmly underlines that the two-tier technological progress present in both military and civilian 

applications can brake the tireless efforts of countries to ensure a peaceful world.  

Considering the progress made and still to be made thanks to new technologies, Costa Rica puts an 

emphasis on Resolution A/RES/61/55, compromising between the need to promote technological 

cooperation and the necessity to regulate such cooperation considering the weapons that result from it. 

Upstream to the aforementioned resolution, Costa Rica ratified the Organization of American States' (OAS) 

Treaty A-63 called “ Inter-American convention against the illicit manufacturing and trafficking firearms, 

ammunition, explosives and other related materials”. By endorsing this treaty, with the backing of most 

American countries, Costa Rica paved the way for the necessity to regulate arms trafficking and not letting 

the technological progress take over the international security. Despite its courageous refusal to have an 

army, Costa Rica isn’t disengaged in the topics of cooperation regarding technological progress to foster 

disarmament. Indeed, in 2011 Costa Rica ratified the OAS Treaty A-64 named “Inter-American convention 

on transparency in conventional weapons acquisitions” which aims at facilitating the process of 

disarmament. Along with its fellow State Parties and fully aware of the large international technological 

cooperation, Costa Rica ratified this Treaty. This expresses their willingness to promote transparency on 

both cooperation and trade of weapons, to contribute to the limitation of arms and foster a different use of 

the money devoted to technological improvements to social development instead. Subsequent to this 

Treaty, Costa Rica established the Plan Nacional de Ciencia, tecnología e innovación 2015-2021, a 

national initiative, encouraging the investment in Research and Development. Indeed, innovation, science 

and technology are considered to be the roots for a society based on knowledge and progress in Costa Rica. 

Implementing this plan highlights Costa Rica’s position regarding the use of technology and science in the 

specific purpose of development regardless of any military ambition. Costa Rica reaffirmed its opinion 

concerning arms trafficking in a speech, delivered by Her Excellency Maritza Chan, former Minister 

Counsellor of Costa Rica to the United Nations. Her Excellency underlined the undesirable consequences 

of weapons on civilians, but also raised worries towards the new kind of damages made by recent type of 

arms such as drones. Besides these concerns, Costa Rica praised the first cluster munition-free-sub-region 

of the world in Central America and celebrated the adoption of the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) addressing 

consequences of weapons on humankind and cooperation among Member States. Costa Rica acknowledges 

the necessity of the collaboration underlined by the ATT and wishes to broaden it to the fields of Science 

and Technology, by keeping in mind the necessity of ensuring peace and security at the international scale. 

II. Global Nuclear Disarmament 
The United Nations recognized Nuclear Weapons and Global Disarmament as an international priority, in 

A/RES/1378 (1959), which is the very first resolution co-sponsored by all Member States. During the 

Opening Plenary of the Treaty on the Non Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons in New York in 2015, the 

Deputy General Jan Eliasson stated, in the name of former Secretary General Mr. Ban Ki Moon: 

“Eliminating nuclear weapons is a top priority for the United Nations. No other weapon has the potential to 

inflict such wanton destruction on our world”. Deeply concerned by the International Security, Costa Rica 

actively cooperates within the UN and at a regional scale to foster global, regional and inter-organizational 

collaboration in the Global Nuclear Disarmament process. Costa Rica closely cooperated with a large 

majority of Member States of the General Assembly to make Resolution A/RES/64/47 (2010) accepted and 

implemented. Supporting this Resolution, Member States reaffirmed the pivotal role of the Nuclear 

Weapons Non Proliferation Treaty encouraging all States to implement concrete actions towards the 



disarmament and the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons. As a strong and active advocate of peace and 

non-nuclear-weapons detention, Costa Rica joined the Austrian pledge. Now known as the Humanitarian 

pledge, it urges all nuclear-countries to stop developing their nuclear arsenal and consider reducing the 

existing one in an approach of global security taking into consideration the magnitude of the consequences 

of nuclear weapons. Costa Rica remains thoroughly convinced of the necessity of an international 

commitment. Our country’s will to strive for peace and security was spotlighted by His Excellency, Costa 

Rica’s Ambassador to the United Nations, Juan Carlos Mendoza during His Statement at the  2015 Review 

Conference of the Non Proliferation Treaty General Debate. Enjoying its nuclear-weapon-free status, Costa 

Rica thoroughly worked on Resolution A/RES/70/51 (2015) expressing its renewed conviction to foster the 

process of denuclearization, encourage the implementation of practical decisions hastening the absolute 

application of the Treaty on Non-Proliferation of Nuclear-weapons. Costa Rica’s commitment is also 

exemplified by the presidency held by the country in 2013 for the “Grupo de trabajo de composición 

abierta”, which firmly advocates for the global nuclear disarmament at a regional scale. This year marks 

the 50th birthday of the Tlatelolco treaty, symbol of the Latin American willingness to eradicate nuclear 

weapons from the region making it the first Nuclear-Weapon-Free zone. Indeed, Costa Rica is proud to be 

part of this regional cooperation deepened by the very first Nuclear-weapons-free zone implemented by the 

United Nations through Resolution A/RES/68/60 (2013). Considering its fruitful efforts allowing 

commendable progress in the denuclearization process, Costa Rica is willing to share its knowledge and 

experiences to implement and continue the development of other nuclear-free-zones. The delegation of 

Costa Rica is eager to contribute to the development of the International Atomic Energy Agency to 

promote global security and invites Member States to bare in mind Resolution S/RES/1540 (2004) 

unanimously implemented to prevent non-state shareholders from having access and using nuclear 

weapons. Finally, in addition to its readiness to replace the Middle-East-nuclear-free zone on the agenda, 

Costa Rica highlights its confidence in the research of an international resolution promoting the peaceful 

use of nuclear devices.   

III. Increasing Women’s Role in Disarmament and Non-Proliferation 

Considering Article 8, Chapter 2 of the UN Charter, Member States must recognize gender equality and the 

eligibility of women to have important roles and responsibilities in any organ and mission of the United 

Nations. This principle of equal rights within the Disarmament theme was reaffirmed in Resolution 

A/RES/65/69 underlining the promotion of women's contribution and effective participation in the 

Disarmament and Non Proliferation Process. Making a point of women’s role in the Disarmament process, 

Member States collectively adopted Resolution A/RES/68/33 (2013) proning their ambition to scale this 

role up at different geopolitical levels both highlighting the role of the UN Entity for Gender Equality and 

the Empowerment of Women in that process. Regretting that only 33 women were at the head of 

delegations during the six conferences of the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty and itemizing its ambition 

for the role of Women in the global security, Costa Rica ratified Resolution A/RES/69/61 (2014) insisting 

on the participation of women in the fieldwork and the fight against proliferation and illicit weapons 

transfer. Ratifying this resolution, Costa Rica also emphasized the devastating impact of arms trafficking, 

nuclear weapons and proliferation of any weapons on women and girls. Costa Rica takes into account the 

United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security adopted in 2000 which 

stresses how women are affected in a different way in armed conflicts especially by radiation from nuclear 

weapons. Underlining the necessity of including these consequences in debates and halting nuclear test, 

Costa Rica joined in 1995 The Beijing Platform for Action that recognizes the key role of women in the 

peace and disarmament processes. Actively working on the realization of the points it raises, Costa Rica 

made in 2004 a report focusing on the concrete actions implemented since the creation of the Platform and 

the significant advances occurring subsequently to UN General Assemblies on the subject. Deeply 

entangled in the gender mainstreaming, Costa Rica hosted in 2013 the exhibition Mil Mujeres por la Paz, 

focusing on the progress made and still to make since Resolution 1325 and what efforts and actions to 

consider to strengthen and broaden women’s participation. Raising numerous concerns about women’s role 

in the non-proliferation and denuclearization process, Costa Rica is keen to extensively develop the subject 

during the upcoming Conference on Disarmament. Willing to achieve gender equality, Costa Rica, beyond 

introducing the diplomate Christiana Figueres to the run up of the election of the new UN Secretary 

General, is mindful of contributing to the process of women’s empowerment through scholarships and is 

keen on the development of programs towards this objective. Therefore, Costa Rica invites all countries to 

discuss during the forthcoming conferences on nonproliferation and disarmament, about developing 

programs such as Women Scholarship for Peace: Global South to support UN organizations initiatives in 

the training and the facilitation of women’s participation in the disarmament process. 


