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The topics before the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) of the United Nations are: Growing Green Cities 

Through Urban Agriculture; Promoting Sustainable Agricultural Practices; Implementing Strategies for 

Agricultural Development in Post-Emergency Response Plans. The Republic of Chile pins its hope in multilateral 

actions through the FAO to eradicate hunger and food insecurity all around the world. Thereby, Chile is willing 

to find sustainable and long-term solutions to nowadays issues in terms of agriculture for a world without hunger.  

 

I. Growing Green Cities through Urban Agriculture 

 

In 2015, Ban Ki Moon, former Secretary-General of the United Nations, appealed the international community to 

continue its efforts to support food security and environmental sustainability within urban context through the 

Report of the Secretary General in General Assembly Resolution A/RES/72/281 (2015). From there, Urban 

Agriculture appears to be the right way to combine the war against hunger and the growing of green cities. That 

is why FAO officially called for the development of Urban Agriculture in 1999 at the Committee on Agriculture 

(COAG) and in 2008 in the report Urban Agriculture: For Sustainable Poverty Alleviation and Food Security. 

The Republic of Chile is committed to fulfil the SDGs by promoting Urban Agriculture and finding technical, 

legal and economic solutions to its development. Considering the opportunity that represents urban agriculture, 

Chile puts an emphasis on General Assembly Resolution A/RES/71/245 on Agriculture development, food 

security and nutrition, which supports the development of sustainable agriculture in urban settings by appealing 

for investments. Besides, the delegation of Chile believes that Urban Agriculture should also be a regional matter: 

within a regional framework, the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) has decided that rural and urban 

areas should equally benefit from the advantage granted to agricultural sustainable practices. In accordance with 

The Piura Declaration on APEC food security in September 2016, Chile focuses its efforts on sustainable 

agriculture in urban and peri-urban areas. Beyond all the work being done in the regional framework, Chile deeply 

supports numerous urban farming projects in urban governance. The proof of this is the dynamism in urban 

agricultural activity in the capital city of Chile, Santiago de Chile, thanks to both government programs and private 

initiatives. Many of the urban agriculture projects in Chile are concrete expressions of the resolution of the General 

Assembly Resolution A/RES/70/198 (2015) on Agricultural technology for sustainable development, because 

these projects try to combine new technologies with agricultural practices. As a matter of fact, in Chile, almost 

50% of urban agriculture businesses are familial microenterprises. Thus, private initiative is at the heart of the rise 

of Urban Agriculture in Chile. Welcoming the international momentum for Urban Agriculture, The Republic of 

Chile believes in the virtue of liberalization to value such initiatives. For instance, gathering countries whose cities 

are among the largest in the world, the Trans Pacific Partnership represents a real opportunity for member states 

to promote Urban Agriculture through global partnerships. Chile considers that, in addition to the incitement to 

new means of agriculture productions, the creation of a legal framework for urban producers should be one of the 

first advances to be made. Recognize Urban Agriculture as a sunrise activity for sustainability and nutrition is a 

new step toward a sustainable world without hunger.  

 

II. Promoting Sustainable Agriculture Practices 

 

In front of the demographic, economic, social and environmental challenges, implementing sustainable agriculture 

practices appears to be more and more vital to build a sustainable world. In 2015, the UN reaffirmed the necessity 

to reach a sustainable development through the General Assembly Resolution A/RES/70/1, (2015), on 

Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Thus, Sustainable agriculture is a 

mandatory part to meet the Millennium Development Goals (the MDGs). Recalling the Declaration on the 

Eradication of Hunger and Malnutrition of 1974 and the World Food Summit Plan of Action of 1996, the 

delegation of Chile stresses that the fight against world hunger is not just a question of quantity produced but also 

a matter of distribution system, freedom to produce and sustainability of exploitations. Consequently, the 



delegation of Chile looks forward to developing innovative actions for sustainable agriculture practices with FAO 

members in order to meet the current and future food needs. Considering both the necessity to meet the challenge 

of population growth and environmental protection requirement, the Republic of Chile is involved in very concrete 

projects to support sustainable agriculture practices. As a matter of facts, modernizing agricultural production, 

supporting family farm and calling producers for more transparency in terms of environment sustainability are the 

main points of the new government’s commitment in terms of agriculture practices. The purpose of Chile is to 

modernize its agricultural production. As an example, the cooperation between the FAO and Chile for the 

development of infiltration tranchees is a modernization addressing the recurrent drought in the country. Such 

international cooperation for the implementation of sustainable practices is the right answer to the numerous 

challenges, as specified in General Assembly, with Resolution A/RES/70/223 (2015) on Agriculture development, 

food security and nutrition. Beyond the modernization, Chile firmly believes that younger generations must be 

involved in the development of new agricultural practices able to respond to nowadays challenges: the program 

“Yo joven y rural” (I, young and rural), funds the agricultural projects of young entrepreneur in the hope of 

developing sustainable exploitations and, as a result, preventing soil degradation and desertification. Such project 

is a concrete continuation of the commitments made in the text Agricultural technology for Sustainable 

Development adopted by the UN General Assembly in 2015. The Republic of Chile calls for further projects to 

change the way population see the agriculture of tomorrow. Guided by the statement of José Graziano Da Silva, 

Director General of FAO, who declared that the future of agriculture is not input-intensive, but knowledge-

intensive, the delegation of Chile is convinced that the main factor that could transform agriculture is youth 

development through exchange of knowledge and experience among the world’s youth. In line with partnerships 

between the FAO and universities, the delegation of Chile pins its hopes in programs to support young farmers to 

adopt sustainable practices, especially in the most isolated areas. In agriculture practices more than everywhere 

else, today’s work will determine tomorrow’s successes.  

 

III. Implementing Strategies for Agriculture Development in Post Emergency Response Plans 

 

Facing the continuous adversity suffered by millions of people in context of emergencies, international policies 

must include not only humanitarian aid, but also a better reconstruction of agriculture. In 2014 during the FAO 

Regional Conference, José Graziano da Silva recognized Chile as an example for the achievements in the fight 

against hunger. And for good reason, because beyond the effective cooperation between the FAO and Chile in the 

development of the country and its agriculture, Chile is committed in international emergency assistance 

programs. In the context of the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), we adopted the Kazan Declaration Pledges to 

Strengthen Food Security, stressing the importance of private sectors and its resources in case of famine. Similarly, 

as a member of the Community of Latin Americans and Caribbean States (CELAC), Chile continues its efforts 

under the Plan for Food and Nutrition Security and the Eradication of Hunger 2025 adopted in 2015. Therefore, 

the delegation of Chile fully subscribes to aim and objectives of this plan, giving priority to the most deprived 

population in case of emergency. The Republic of Chile created in 1962 the Institute of Agricultural Development 

whose mission is to support the development of small agricultural producers through actions of productive 

development. This institution seeks compensatory payments to farmers and ranchers who may suffer damages 

due to catastrophes. What allows a financial safeguard by the state in situations in which the danger is difficult to 

avoid. Thus, Chilean institutions are fully aware of the high danger that the partial or complete disappearance of 

agricultural activity can entail. As highlighted by the General Assembly Resolution A/RES/71/226 (2016) on 

Disaster Reduction Risk, recovery plans should concentrate on countries where agriculture production is the 

mainstay of food security, in Africa or in Small Island Developing countries. Therefore, defending humanitarian 

aid as a tool for short-term aid, it can never be a constant in the long term. In other words, humanitarian aid should 

never be a substitute to local food production in the long term. Too often, the sending of food ends up undermining 

local agricultural exploitations, and consequently, undermining resilience of the country to future disasters. 

Finally, the resilience of a country and a population widely depends on the resilience of its agriculture as pointed 

out by the General Assembly Resolution A/RES/71/245 (2016) on Agriculture Development, food security and 

nutrition. Defending agricultural activity is as important as food aid, the defense of work allows long-term 

subsistence and independence from foreign aid. Supporting the agricultural sector could be the key to drastically 

reducing the need for humanitarian aid and the rural exodus in crisis situations. 


