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The topics of the Economic and Social Council this year are: Strengthening the Coordination of Humanitarian 

Assistance; Integrating Sustainable Development into Post-Conflict Reconstruction; Implementing SDG 7: 

Ensure Access to Affordable, Reliable, Sustainable and Modern Energy for All. The Republic of Chile feels deeply 

concerned by these topics and looks forward to cooperating on these pressing issues.  

 

I. Strengthening the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance 

 

Article 1 of the United Nations Charter lays the foundation for the necessity of cooperation in matters of 

humanitarian assistance. As it is, the management of natural disasters is a topic of high concern within the United 

Nations as shows General Assembly resolution 46/182 (1991). The latter puts an emphasis on strengthening the 

coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance. Member States are reaffirming the necessity to provide 

humanitarian assistance to countries facing emergencies and natural disasters underlined by General Assembly 

resolution 71/127 (2016). Furthermore, the experience in Nepal and Haiti has shown that there is room for 

improvement regarding the coordination of international assistance. Chile being a country prone to many disasters 

and emergencies, it is deeply concerned about disasters’ prevention, preparedness and humanitarian assistance 

cooperation on a national and international scale. According to article 4.8 of the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate, Chile is one of the countries most affected by climate change as well. Considering those 

environmental and hazardous conditions, we have adopted various national plans and laws for disasters 

management framed by the National Emergency Office of the Ministry of Interior (ONEMI). The National Civil 

Protection Plan, overseen by the ONEMI, aims at institutionalizing risk management and improving responses to 

extreme hazards through precise diagnosis, planning and prevention between public institutions and private 

parties. ONEMI, through the National Civil Protection Plan, helps coordinating national and international 

humanitarian assistance alongside private voluntary Chilean agencies and other international agencies, and makes 

sure to integrate sustainability into its actions. As a guidance, ONEMI implements a National Strategic Plan for 

Risk and Disaster Management that evolves every year or two to take into account the changes in Chile’s resources 

and exposition to risks. This strategic plan is a cross-cutting, integrated and sustainable-driven risk management 

policy. In other words, risk management policy is integrated in all forms of national policies. Chile knows well 

that prevention and preparedness are keys to managing disasters. As it is, it has adopted a national monitoring 

system, Early Warnings Center (EWAC), coordinated by ONEMI. The system facilitates disaster management 

and thus coordination in humanitarian assistance through early warnings of upcoming earthquakes and tsunamis. 

However, Chile acknowledges that there is more to do on an international level. Further stressing the necessity of 

prevention and accordingly with the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015 on Building the Resilience of 

Nations and Communities to Disasters, we encourages Member States to form an institution between countries 

facing the most extreme hazards in order to share experiences and skills in disaster management, as well as in 

humanitarian assistance. Recognizing that the help of private voluntary agencies is critical in disaster relief, Chile 

also recommends the creation of an international fund. Framed by the United Nations Emergency Relief 

Coordinator (ERC), it will help in their actions international organizations respecting the guiding principles of 

humanity, neutrality and impartiality as stated in General Assembly Resolution 46/182. At last, we desire to see 

the creation of a Latin America Coordination Organ, where unused resources of some countries could benefit 

others facing urgent disasters. While not neglecting other Member States’ interests and needs, the regional 

proximity will allow easier coordination and better resources transfer.  

 

II. Integrating Sustainable Development into Post-conflict reconstruction countries 

 

The Brundtland Report of 1847 called “Our Common Future” defines sustainable development as "development 

that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own 

needs”. Meanwhile, post-conflict results in marginalisation, insecurity, deterioration of infrastructures, 

unsustainable exploitation of natural resources and environmental degradation. The Republic of Chile would like 

to underline that the integration of sustainable development into national policies should guarantee peace and 

promote security; and therefore not get in the way of fundamental human rights as stated by General Assembly 

resolution 70/1 (2015) promoting peace in the framework of the 2030 Agenda on sustainable development. In 

2009, the Chilean ambassador to the United Nations, Heraldo Munoz, had been elected first Latin American's 

chairman of the Peacebuilding commission organizational committee for a one-year term. His goal was to help 

post-conflict countries to achieve sustainable peace and an economic and political reconstruction. In January 2015, 

Chile was at the presidency of the Security Council, the main authority in charge of peacekeeping and international 



security. Chile promoted peace, international security and development as its top priorities during its term. Hence, 

the Republic of Chile is deeply involved in post-conflict reconstruction. Chile particularly showed this 

commitment in Colombia’s post conflict reconstruction. Chile launched a project called “Fortalecimiento del 

Programa de Voluntariado Manos a la Paz” (“Reinforcement of the Manos a la Paz volunteering program”) which 

aims at mobilizing young Chilean volunteers in the “Manos a la Paz” initiative, inviting them to build a more 

sustainable post-conflict reconstruction. Thus, Chile collaborated with Colombia on this issue under the aegis of 

the Chilean International Cooperation Agency and the UN Development Programme in Chile through the Fondo 

Chile. Chile is also fully devoted to following the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), including the SDG 17 

which involves partnerships between the UN and the international community to promote peacebuilding in post-

conflict societies. To do so, Chile works in cooperation with the UNDP on preventing crisis, building new 

sustainable infrastructures, and leading the countries on new strategies to promote a sustainable post-conflict 

reconstruction. Chile knows the importance of the role of civil societies in integrating sustainable development in 

post-conflict reconstruction. Indeed, the most appropriate way to maintain peace in the long run is to make sure 

that post-conflict reconstruction strategies meet the need of the civil society. Hence, Chile stresses the need for 

civil society representatives to have a sit on the table of national post conflict plans negotiations.  To pave the way 

for an inclusive sustainable development, Chile stresses the necessity for young people to get involved in 

peacebuilding plans as reported in the first principle of the 1965 Declaration on the Promotion among Youth and 

Ideals of Peace, Mutual Respect and Understanding between Peoples (General assembly resolution 20/2037). The 

Republic of Chile is also aware of the progress made possible by the NGOs. Therefore, Chile encourages Member 

States to keep on supplying the existing funds helping NGOs in their work. Finally, as a good natural resources 

management is key to a sustainable post-conflict reconstruction, Chile further recommends the enforcement of a 

natural resources use framework to guide countries towards a sustainable use of their resources.  

 

III. Implementing SDG 7: Ensure Access to Affordable, Reliable, Sustainable and Modern Energy for All 

 

The Republic of Chile strongly believes that access to clean, modern and sustainable energy is the key to ensure 

health and livelihood for all in the future. Thus, Chile underlines its support to General Assembly resolution 

72/224 (2018) that stresses the imperative to provide modern energy for all. Noting that 1,1 billion people did not 

have access to electricity in 2012, the United Nations implemented a plan encouraging a global effort to ensure 

universal access to modern energy. This is an attempt to put into actions the 2015 Paris Agreement on Climate 

Change which Chile has promised to comply with. Furthermore, the Republic of Chile would like to draw the 

attention on General Assembly resolution 72/216 (2018) inviting Member States to implement Action 21 and the 

guiding measures issued by the World Summit on sustainable development and the United Nations Conference 

on sustainable development. Chile has substantial solar, wind–and- hydropower potential. 31% of its electricity 

production comes from its hydropower - which shows our willingness to provide the Chileans with sustainable 

energy. Nevertheless, fossil energy remains the most widely used form of energy. To improve the sustainability 

of its energy mix, Chile is particularly committed to comply with UN resolution A/RES/70/1 on implementing 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development into its national policies. To do so, Chile created a National Council 

in 2014, gathering several ministries whose aim is to conduct a nation-wide study on the access to modern energy 

in order for public institutions and private parties to come up with concrete and applicable actions to work towards 

this goal. Further affirming its commitment to sustainable energy for all, the government established a sustainable 

energy plan called “Energía 2050” in 2015. Its objectives are to offer another vision of the energy sector, one 

more sustainable, inclusive, competitive and reliable. Within the same lines, the Chilean public institutions often 

host regional and national dialogues on the importance of sustainable development. Civil societies participate to 

the elaboration of these dialogues as well, under the “Dialogues for a sustainable Chile” initiative. The Republic 

of Chile strongly believes that the private sector must take part of the layout of a more sustainable future, hence 

its focus on organizing dialogues between public institutions and privates parties as well. Latin America is one of 

the world’s cleanest regions in terms of energy, as 56% of its energy comes from renewable resources. Chile 

supports this effort and wants to extend it by encouraging a 10% worldwide increase of energy production from 

renewables by 2030. Nonetheless, the Republic of Chile recognizes the lack of energy co-operation as one of the 

biggest problems of Latin America, and other lagging regions in matter of energy efficiency. Hence, while 

respecting the interests of all, Chile is dedicated to encourage hydropower, wind and solar power plants building 

between Latin American countries. In line with Chile’s beliefs regarding the necessity of the private sector’s 

integration on this path to sustainable energy for all, the country calls upon the creation of a regional council 

composed of private firms to stimulate work towards private concerns and initiatives on integrating sustainability 

into their development. At last, the Republic of Chile believes that technological progress will help attain access 

to affordable, sustainable and modern energy for all, thus the country thoroughly supporting General Assembly 

resolution 72/242 (2018). Advocating rapid technological change as a means to achieve sustainable goals, we are 

supporting initiatives towards the creation of a UN-framed organ dedicated to the conception and integration of 

technologies in this path to modern energy for all. 


